Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



il/S" 



f-" 



1. 



THE y^/Z^y 

BOOK OF NATURE ; 

Oft, THB 

TRUE SENSE OF THINGS, 

EXPLAINED AND MADE EASY 

TO TM» 

CAPACITIES OF CHILDREN. 
IN TWO VAKTS. 

BY WILLIAM JONES, M. A. 

AuOior of ike Catholic Doctrine of the Tnnity, La 
« turei on the Figwrative Language of the Scriptur9$ 



THE NINTH EDITIOK* 

JLotiDon t 

PRINTED FOR F. C. AND J. RIVINGTgN| 

Booksellers to the 

Society for promoting Christian KnotoUdge^ 

NO, 62, ST. PAUL'esCHMU^W-XW^Vi^ 

UyLnvf nnd Gilbert, St.3oV\iC%%Q^aax^>^N!t^^\^^ 

o. - 



* . 



/ 



I ' 



ToMrs. W_-, ofG- 



■^. i 



. MADAM,, . . '^ 

1^ ; .J : ■ ! 
HAVE been looking out tor some 

■''■**>■*■'"' '^ 
good mother, who takes delight in 

the education ofher own childreri, 

and is capable of teac&ng them in 

a proper manner. 



I have long wished to see wliat 



.^ wished to see wl 

■ « ■,■•.'; • . ^ » 

effect it will have upon the under- 

■ 11'* \ ••\ 1 ; r ", < 

standings of children, if we teach 
them knowledge, (especially the 

A 2 Vwwi- 



M\jix a pi uper person t 
experiment for me. 

XVith this view I t€ 
little book of lesisons^ 
my £rst essay on this n< 
instruction. I capnot n 
it to you as a regular s; 
cause I have taken my se 

m 

jeets as they happened t 
tbfsmselves to my thou^ 
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fied, that with such a mother, and 
such children^ it has had a fair 
trial* 

I recommend you and them, 
and my own endeavours, to the 
blessing of God 
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THE 

iPREFACE. 

JIN my Lectures ou the Figu- 
rative Language of the Scripture^ 
I hazarded the following assertion 
in favour of its usefulness : ^^ Sa 
' plain is this sort of teaching 
*' aud so effectual, that if I 
^ were to begin with the first 
' elements of instruction to a 

9 

' child, I would teach this ideal 
^ iangjuage^ in preference |a ail 
' the laqguiiges in the i^i^orld ; 

'' for 



In this fitlle \^ork, 1 
tartly executed the plan 
ny mind then suggested 1 
jnder an assurance that 
•aise thfe curiosity ofyeur 
pie, «nd prepare their 
standing for the reading o 
Lectures ; on the matter ol 
tjof mind had been work 
ttioi'e thaii' twenty years, b 
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have learned that, I shall have 
nothing further to expiect of 
them. ^ The language of the word 
of God will then be opened to 
their minds, and the matter of 
it Will have fixed itself in their 
<afiectioD$: and when they shall 
be advanced and settled in life| 
they will teach it their own chil- 
dren, a^ I have taught them; for 
where this sort of wisdom hath 
once entered, it will never be 
lost or neglected; and be that 
values it for his own use, will 
have delight in. communicating! it 

to otherik ; 

To 




. To the Clei^gy of this Chu 
1 shall ntit presisribe .•■ bu^ a 
faithful brother, I will pron 
them, that in teaching the youn 
part of their Sock, tbey wills 
see a happy effect, if they 
condescend to teach accordiDj 
the rule I have followed in 
book. Other books teach a gr 
mar of words;, but this is 
grammar of things; to 'be 
ceived by the imaginaiion, 
applied by the understanding, 
the improvement of the kear 
divine and moral wisdom. . 
all after the pattern of tiiat i 
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ind forcible style of preaching 
ind reaspning) which first cpn- 
pQunded the Jews, and enlight- 
ened the Gentiles; and which 
will even now raise up converts 
to the Christian Faith, and sup- 
port them in the same, against all 
the seducing efforts of Infidelity, 

Vayland, Mayl, 1792. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

AS the ear heareth words, so 
doth the mind understand thingst; 
and hence there is a language of 
the mind, ^hich teaches somo 
things from the nature of other 
things. While we are learning 
to read, we think we have got 
all we want when the book be- 
comes easy ; but there is still ano- 
ther language, by which we are 
to get wisdom in a higher and a 
shorter way. 

All children are delighted with 

pictures; but they do not know 

that the whole world is a picture ^ 
* 3^ ^xjJ 
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and that all the things we see 
with our. ejres speak something 
to the voiad, to instruct and im- 
prove it. 

Wh6n we know something of 
this language, then we may think 
oarselves able to read like men 
and Christians. It cannot be ex- 
plained but by shewing what ir 
is; and then it wil) speak for it- 
self: But as neither children nor 
men can get wisdom witi^out the 
help of God, we must pray to 
Him, that we may hear and un- 
derstand ; for the seeing eye, and 
the hearing ear, the Lord hath 
made, even both nfthemJ 
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THE 



BOOK OF NATURE, &c. 



LESSON I. 



THE BEASTS^ 



^TPHE ass bath very long cars, and yet 
**- he hath no sense of musk, but 
brayeth with a frightful noise. He is 
obstinate and unruly, and will go his 
own way, even though he is severely 
beaten. The child, who wiH not be 
taught, is but little better; he bath nq de- 
light in learning, but talketh of his own 
folly, and disturbeth others with bis 
noise. 

Hie dog barketh all the night loag, 
and thinks it no trouble to rob honest 
peofie of their rest* 
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The fox is a cunntng thief: and men 
, when they do not fear God, are crafty 
and deceitful. The wulf is cruel and 
blood-thirsty. Ai ^e devoureth the 
lamb, so do bad men oppress and tear the 
innocent and helpless. 

Tlie adder is a poisonous snake, and 
hath A farkt^d doubted tongue : so do men 
speak lies, and utter slander agiiinst (heir 
neighbours, when (lie poison iif asps is 
under tJieir lips. The devil, who de- 
ceivelli with lies, and would destroy all 
mankind, is the old serpent, who brought 
death into the world by the venom of 
his bite. He would kill me, and all the 
children that are horn, if God would let 
:bifl); bqt Jesus Christ came to save us 
:from his ppwer, and to destroy the works 
sf tfie devil- ■ 

Lord, thou hast ipade me a man for 
' .Jlty.serjiice; Q let me i>oit distionour thy 
'jfforjf,, bytumng; myself into the liker 
Jt^ss, of Siwoe e%i] beast : Let me not be 
/M ^l).e;fq:(,..w|4Q is a ^hief and a robber; 
X^% t(iiB'Dever be cruel,, as a wolt^ to any 
of thy creatures: especially to my dear 
.t^|o^v~c features, and my dearer fellow 
jCWislJans ; but let uie be harmless as 
2 tli« 
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the lamb; quiet and submissive as the 
riieep ; that so I may be fit to live> and 
be fed in thy pasture^ under tlie good 
shepherd^ Jesus Christ. It is far better 
to be the podrest of his fiock^ than to be 
proud and cruel, as the lion or the tiger, 
^ho go about seeking what they may de- 
vour. 

Thb questions. 

Q. What is the child who will not 
learn? 

A. Ah ass, which is ignorant and un« 

ruly. 

Q. What are wicked men, who hurt 
and chedt others ? 

A. They are wolves and foxes, and 
blood-thirsty lions. 

Q. What are ill-natured people, who 
trouble their neighbours^ and rail i|t 
Aem? 

A. They are dogs who bark at ^eiy 
body. 

Q. But what are good and peaceable 
people? 

A. They are harmleiss sheep ; and lit- 
tie children^ under the grace of God, are 
innocent lambs. 
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■Q. ButAvliKtare lian? 

A. Th^ are fanakes and vipers, iriA 
ilouble tongues, and poison undw'thw 
lip». 
' Q. Wha ia the good abepherd ? 

A. Jems Christ. 



The texts. 

Prov. xxvi. 3. A bridle for the ass, 
<md d rod for thefoors back. See also 
Job xi. IS. 

Acts X2. ^'. ' GriSecus wolves thall 
enter in among i/ou, not spfiring the 
Jiock. ■ 

Lake xiii. 32. Go tell that fix. . 

Psil. X, 9. He lieth in wait iecreily, 
as a lion in his den to catch the poor. 
'. Psal. s.iit. l6. Many dogs Mice com- 
.passed me about. 

Malt. s. l6. I send yoH forth as 
tlieep in the midst ofssolres. 

Isa. xl. 11. He shall gather the lamba 
mth hit arm, and carry them U| hui 
bosom. 

Mark X. 1.% 16. J ad thty brought 
_^ung children to him, and he took tSietH 
i^/f iu /lis arms. 
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Matt. iii. 7. He said unto the Pha^ 
risees and Sadducet^ O generation of 
vipers. 

Ged. iii. 14. jind the Lord God said 
unto the serpent^ Thou art cursed above 
every beast of the field. 

Rev. xii. 9. Tliat old serpent called 
the Devil and Satan. 



LESSON II. 

THE EEL AND THE LARK. 

THE eel buries itself in the niwcf. 
What a poor nasty life it leads ! the lark 
mounts up towards heaven .and delights 
itself with sweet music, to the praise of 
its great Creatnr. Who would not wish 
tQ lead the life of a lark I 

J3ut tfaen» the lark can work as well 
as ^ing: it is never idle: none of the 
good creatures of God, are permitted to 
live and do nothing. It flies about to 
feed itself; and wheu the earth is covered 
with frost and snow in the wiiUer, it 
runs about upon the cold ground^ and 
takes great pains to lind a small living to 
keep it from starving. Lw vW ?»\x«v>s\^\ 
it makes its nest, and bxm^% u^ \Va» ^^^v^va^- 
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AU creaturea submit with cheerfi 
. to- the laws of God, -but unruly 
who becomes his own tormeator t 
■istiiig then : for nothing can nA 
happy but the laws of God, whk 
all intended for that purpose. The 
many very bad men, who will n 
feed their poor families, nor wot 
themselves, nor sins praises (o Got 
turn sottish and fodish, and bury 
selves in the niud like the eel, or « 
in the mire like the swinei Bui 
hath made me to be like the lark ; t 
my pleasure and my health in nee 
business, and prc^table learning., 
a sad thing it would be, if I sfaoul' 
forsake the life of that little sweet 
cent creature, to drown my sen 
eating and drinking, or waste m; 
cioiis lime in sleep and idleness 
consume my substance with gamin 
keeping ill company ! Let me li 
better lessoii from the little lark 
God hath made larks to teach UB 
we ought to be: and he hath made 
and wolves, and bats and owls, to 
us what WB ought not to be. Tl 
fores the day-light; it sings befo 
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siU) rises; it is always busy and at work. 
IBut owls ' Qy from the sun and love 
d^lcuess, and make a frightful hooting 
and screaming, which does not inspire 
us either with mirth or devotiop, as the 
lieavenly music of the lark doth ; but 
rather fills the mind with terror and de- 
spair; and van thought of old lo furbode 
some mischief or culamitj'. 



Tub questions. 

- Q. How do the lives of worldly men 
differ from the lives of Christians i 

A. As the life of the eel differs from 
the hfe of the laik. 

Q. W'hut is tlie delight of Christians? 

A. To praise God. 

Q. Bofs the lark spend all its time in 
prUisin^ God ? 

A. No, it hibotirs for its living ; and 
we also nmst do tlie uecessiiry husine^K 
of life. ■ 

Q. Are all creatures obedient to the 
Cieator ? 

A. Tliey all follow the laws lie hath 
given them.' 



Q. For what end did God 
lark and the dove ? 

A. To teach us what we oi 

Q. Why did he make owls^ 
swine? 

A. To teach us what we 
to be. 

The texts. 

Prov. xi. 1 2. Whatsoever h 
or scales in the zcater, that si 
abomination unto you. 

Psalm civ. ] 2» Beside tJiei 
fords vf the air have their h 
ami sing among the branches. 

James v. ]3, Js any merri 
sing psalms. 
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LESSON III. 

THE SHIPS ON THE SEA. . 

THE ships sail upon tlie great and 
e sea^ Mrbose waves roar ; and are 
sed about by the winds when the 
*m blows. Some set out fr(»m the 
1 with a fair wind^ and with the suu 
ling upon their sails and colours ; but 
!r a while they are driven amongst 
k3 and shoals ; or the great waves of 

deep, rising upon them like moun- 
ts, swallow them up ; and the poor 
»ple on board are drowned and perish, 
llie like dangers attend us though we 

upon the laud : for alas ! we carry 
3 and storms within us ! The zvicked 

like the troubled sea, which can 
er rest, but casteth up mire and 
f. The quiet spirit of a good man, 
like the clear water of the fountain : 

the restless mind is like the dirty 
/es of the sea, when the mire of the 
torn is stirred up by their motion. 
[)ur wipked passions, such as pride, 
ith, and envy, disturb our hearts, as 

winds which blosv w\iow \.\v^ ^«^\ 
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and nothiDg caa quiet them, but the 
word and grace of Jesus Christ, who 
ipake to the raging waves, uiid com- 
manded them to be still. So can lie now 
command our restless spiritaj and restore 
them to peace : so ' that there shall be a 
catm widiin us. 

O how lamentable is the case of those 
who perish in th^ stonn flf their own 
passions ? IF they had learned to govern 
them in time they might have been saved 
from ruin. Perhaps they came into thii 
world the heirs of -wealth and honour, 
with B bir and pi eaiiarit estate, and a fint 
house provided for them ; and were uni 
der the care of good parents, who ht 
Btructed them to be ' wise and happy : ani: 
so they might have continued : but pridt 
rose within them, and carried them alof 
upon the waves toward the clouds' 
pleasure transported them into a, danger- 
ous sea; then their viqes brought theq 
to ruin, and tbey sunk down to the bot 
torn with despair. Thuswere they tossei 
about lilce a ship in a storm, till they wer< 
swallowed up and lost- Temptation is i 
rock on which mauy souls splitj and ar 
ship- wrecked. 
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How shall we escape the dangers of 
this world, the storms of this trouble- 
some ocean, to which we are all exr 
posed, but in the ark of Christ s churchy 
in which the faithful are saved, as the 
family of Noah was saved when the world 
>yas drowned for its wickedness. 

The questions, 

Q. What is man's life through thii 
troublesome world? 

A* As a dangerou9 po^ssige ov^r the 
waves of the ses^, 

Q. What are the rocks and sliallows 
which threaten us with shipwreck ? . 

A. Temptations and worldly pleasures, 

Q. What are the wiq^s that toss us 
abqiit? 

A. Our own violent passions. 

Q. What can quiet them ? 

A. Nothing but the grace of God, an4 
the command of Christ. 

Q. How is that to be obtained ? 

A. We must cry to hiip as his disci- 
ples did wheh they were ready to sink in 
a storm. • 

Q. Hbw was Noah saved from the 
Ffiters ? 

c 3 ^-^ 
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A. lu an ark. 

Q. And what is the uk in wLicli 
are to be Raved ? 

A. The Church of Christ. 



The texts. 

Paalm cvii. S6. They mmnit vp 
heaven, they go down again to . 
depths; their soul is melted because 
trouble. 

laa. Ivii. 20. The tacked are like 
troubled sea. 

Jude 13, R'Jgi'ig zeaves of the s 
foaming out their own shatne. 

James i. 6. He that Kaverelh is I 
a ■R'ate of the sea, driven with the wi 
and tossed. 

Matt. viii. S6. Then he arose and 
buked the muds and the sea, and th 
'sas a great calm. 

1 Pet. ill. eo. Eight souls zeere sm 
"by water : the like figure thereunto ei 
bapliam, doth also vow save us. 

LESSON IV. 

THE BUTTERFLY. 

THE butterfly spreads its wings, s 
U)e sun nhines upgii its pU«tiea '. See h' 
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the wisdom of the Creator hath adorned 
It with beautiful lines^ and painted it «iitll 
glorious colours. It flies about^ and finds 
the plant which is proper to feed its 
brood of caterpillars : and there it lavs its 
eggs to be hatched by the sun. In their 
iafant state they crawl about as helpless 
worms^ and feed upon green leaves. Then 
they fold themselves up in a case like a 
coffin^ where tbeyJie^ as it tvcire aslei&p, 
till the time of their, change ; whtnUkey 
break this covering, and come fortb vdth 
wings and feathers^ like paihtedlnrds^ to 
fly about the air^ add sip the dew of the 
fields avid meadows^ and visit every sweet 
and pleasant flowen 

So am I now like the poor infant 
worms crawling about upon this eartb. 
But if I go on in the ways of God» I 
shall at length be changed firom a worm 
into an angel. But first I must be shut 
' up in the grave^ and hide myself in the 
state of deaths till my change shall come. 
Then I shall be raised to life and liber^j 
and put on a spiritual body, and be able 
to visit and enjoy all the wonders of God's 
works, such as poor helpless mortals can* 
not now see nor understand. O let me 
not forfeit this expectation for the sake 



The questions. 

Q. How are the eggs of the 
batched I 

A, The sun raises them to lil 
. Q. What are they at first j 

A« Poor helpless worms th 
fibout , 

Q. What becomes of them nc 

A. They are hid in a shel 
cc&n, wbere they sleep as if tl 
dead. 

Q. And what do they com* 
last? 

A. They came to life with wi 
feathers of many glorious colours 

Q. And what are we in this 
world f 
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Thb texts. 

Job XXV, 6. Man that is a worm. 

Isa. xxvi. 19> ^* Come my peoph^ 
enter into thy chunibers — hide thyself a$ 
it were for. a little moment. 

Psalm Ixxviii.' 1 3^ Thowh ye ha-tfe laiA 
among the potSy yet shall ye he as the 
wings of' a dove, that is covered wiik 
silver winffs and her feathers like gold. 

LESSON V, 

THE FADING FLOWER, 

TO^DAV the flower blowetb, and 

«preadedi forth its leaves^, and we admire 

its beauty, but its glory is short ; for k 

aoon fadethj, and falleth away to th^ 

ground. I agoi like this flower, inul and 

inortal: add I must not vahie myself 

for any thing I am^ or any thing I have 

in this life ; for if I were never so great 

and noble, I must fade as the flower, 

and be withfre^ ais the ^^. Where 

are they now^ who were once the great 

and the bpnpumbl§. of .the jeartb i' as tha 

scythe cutteth down the grass*, so hiat}i 

death swept them away. But sh^rt.Jjf ed 

as the flower is, God i^icrt\^f^ Vst >x^ 



«y r, which is „adrbuV 
WII never wegJect me, i 

J^Jj wants, and „£ch i^ 

Lp^ ^® *"" which 

^f^rd. grant that I may kee 

that, when I have put off L? 
-•til « ear this best robe aS^„ 
■jn >mmortaJit, bath tXT, 

the resurrection of the just ^ 
. J^poor who, God h'ath elJ 
ZVJ'^JJ' "'^' if ba hath 
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consider the beautiful colours with which 
the flower is clothed ? 

A. That God, who clothed the flower 
finer than king Solomon^ will also clothe 
me. 

Q. What is the best robe that Go4 
putteth upon us ? 

Al Righteousness. « 

The texts. 

1 Pet. i. 24. All flesh i$ grass, and 
all the glory of nian as the flower of 
grass. 

Matt. vi. 30. If God so clothe the 
grass ofthefleld, shall he not much more 
clothe you ? 

Psalm cxxxii. 9. Let thy priests be 
clothed with righteousness. 

LESSON VI. 

. GOD AND THE HEAVENS. 

LOOK how High the heavens are! 
how much higher must he be who made 
them so : and whose heaven ruleth over 
all. 

The heavens and the elements, the 
sun,, the moon> and the stars^ the wiridsj 
and the seasons, rule over maiv^ \^odH v 



v-al* ^" life in me* , « «:a 
Vabout «^^^f Ae, *Vvose ^ 

rt>\nt *«*":: to t\ve ^^^ : I 

aeaiu- »| . • ^orse wa\ 
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world in my laerttl Hfe ; so My toul 
»ay live tinto thee^ aad be « ttieibber 
of thy kingdom^ inh^titig Jtby gracf^ 
here^ and thy glory hereafter. Lbtttb 
love the true light> and pat wray firom 
me the vr^iNrks of darknessb Then »hall 
I wish that thy kit^dora Qiay eotne; 
add tUlt the heavens and the eaHh ifiay 
pass away, that we may see all tbingi 
■ew : when tUou thyself shalt be our 
sun^ thy spirit our cbmfort^r, and di* 
angels and saints shall be seen around 
thy throne^ as ' the stars of heaven are 
seen by us shining in the firmameot. 

The questions. 

Q, Who is the tnife sui^ thaft rules over 
the spirits of meki i 

A. God. 

Q. Who is the true light, abd tb^ iOii 
of righteousness f 

A.. Jesus Christ. 
* Q. Who gives life t& the MUl, as ihm 
war gives breath ti> Dur IkKiies^ 

A- The Holy Ghost. 

Q. VBbm givei Fight t^ the miad ? 

A. The^pidof God. « 

Q. Whit then are we, wi&oift ihll 
wordoE Qodi 
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A. We walk in dsrbiess. 

Q. What are we when we do not 
the word of God, or do not use i 
direct us I 

A. Our souls are blind. 

Q. Who M the prince of darkn«e 

A. The devil. 

Q. Who are like the stars nf the 
tn anient } 

A. The m^els are such now, am 
•ainli will be such hereafter. 

The TEXTS. 

Psal. Ixsxiv. u. TbcLordGoa 
tail and a ihield- 

John viii. 12. / am the light of 
n:orld ; Ae tfiat fo/luxeth me aiiaii 
walk iit darkness^ but tkali have 

Ughiofiift. 

John XX. 0,1. ITe breatlied upon 
mnd Mirf, receive t/e ihc liolif Gkm 
, Ezek. xMvii. 9- Come from the 
winds, O -ftreatk, and breathe vjiok 
tiain that tkeif muy live. 

P^al. csix, 105. Thy niord is a 
milo my feet, aud a light vtiU 
palht. 

J^ike i. 70. Tt give light to 
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that sit in darkaesi and in the $hadow of 
death. 

2 Cor. iv. 4. The God of thi$ world 
hath blinded the eyjj of ihem tehi^h 
believe not. 

DuH. xii. 3. They that be wise shaU 
ihine as the firmament, and they that 
turn many to tighieousnees as tJifi stars 
for ever and ever^ 

1 Cor. X v« 4 1 . One star differeth from 
another star in glory. So also is ilie re* 
surrection of tne dead* 

LESSON VII, 

THE BEE. 

HERE is a pieq^ of pure ivhite honejp* 

comb. How exactly it is formed into 

cells, all of a si^ei and a|i of the sanpc 

curious and convenient figure, ivitb ui 

Hides or walls, ai|d the bottcon so con^ 

triv^d as to aiiswisr U) the qsUs pn eijJier 

side. Yet, exact and wonderful as this 

boiieyco|nb is, the be|B made it and me?Sr 

sured it in th^ dark 1 No n^n coiil4 bst?a 

made it iu the light; because no man hat . 

Ibe fingers or the wisdom of ttpe bee* » 

TbSe biee^ to took upop, is a poor little 

brown fljr, with no beaut] tf^ vmSca >a^ 



' . 4U»W art and w>»"" 'rr>i 

oever makes •"» ^^^red t»>v»« 

little better ibja v ^^^^ , 

The bee, Uke ^ the 

aaigeocc. A ^ ^^^^^ .„d 

the goes out X . ^„, 

»**'"' tiE and cast ou 
*»•*»*' "^ J K a rule atnoi 
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When the bee^ swarm^ a royal bee^ 
larger than the rest^ is their leader^ who 
ia said to be. a feoikk ; her moliotMi they 
.all obey. Wherefer thit.lwe pieaav tQ 
alight^ there the awtrm acitiies; and Aiey 
live orderly under her government in th« 
hWeiT-T-Theipe i» one who keeps . watc^ 
toward the mouth of the hive> to ob« 
aerve all that pass in and but. If one 
bee 18 overloMledy others go to help 'it: 
and if one bath suffeiped feom the wea- 
ther^ or any other accident^ another goes to 
it to comforl and cure it. They are armed 
with stings to defend themselves, and 
they all fight together in a body against 
9n enemy, so that neither man nor be^st 
can resist their power. . 

Hsippy is the man, and happy are the 
people, who ^ure directed by 9uch rules of 
wisdom and policy as the bees are ! 

■ ■ * 

Ti»* QyESTIONS. 

Q. Can aman make a honeycomb? • 
A. Mo art c^^ make it but that Pf ^^^ 

bee, 

Q. And who taught the bee i 

A. The Creator of the world, 

Q. Does it want the May* light whfii 

it is busy ? 

B .3 K.^^> 
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. A. N«> k mmuKi iti work in the 

Q. Wltatiftlhe ndKr emn}^ of ta< 
daatty among tbeinwcti; f' 

A. Tfae aiic^ nbose wajs ara vsij i^ 
•tiuciiie to U8. 
'.Q. U^wdofli lh»iwum treat tfaflMIe 

A.^Tbs^killtlieai mnd cuttbMi. oab 
. Q. Hu'etbebaes ftm^Blltader? 
' A. Yes; and d)^ are all obedient 
MbJMts. 

Q. How do tbe beet- defend tliem- 
■elves.} 

A. With their stingj. 

Q. Against what enemies^ 

A- Agaiust waspi and other robbers* 

Tifii TEXTS. 

Ecclua, ix, SS. Commend aota man 
for hh beauty ; neither abhor a man 
for his outward appearance. The hee 
it UttU amon^ utehatjijf, but her fruit 
U tilt chief of : naett-thiugt. ■■ 

Jam. i. 5. If any lack wisdom, let 
him ask of God', 

Prov. Iti. Q. G» to. the tmt, thou 
iftiggardf caitfidxr her satfif and- be. 
mse. 
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2 Thess. iii. lO. This ne commanded 
youy that if any tx:ould not U9^k, neither 
should he eat, 

J Pet. ii. !?• Fear God, honour the 
king. 

FJeb. xiii. 17. OOey them that Iwxe 
the rule over uoa* 

LESSON YMI. 

THE BLOWING FLOWER. 

IN the spring the plant grow^eth qp^ 
md its se«cbi mi a cipe iu, die summer and 
the autumn, lis leaves are green and 
iu flouei^ aie paiiitccL witii colours; 
some are red^ some bliiej soine >ellyM', 
some mixed and spoiled^ and 8ome of a 
pure Mhite, hke ;tlie lil^\ The line 
fiaiuted leaves of thc^tiowerareLheclpaih- 
ing M'hich covers the seeds while ihey are 

Joung and tender. For this reason^ (he 
eaves of the flower shut close together 
in the evening to guard the young seeds 
from the cold of the night ; as the hen 
f^overeth her young brooii Huder her 
vringfl. But in the day-time^ the rays of 
the sun spread tl>e i)o\Ter opeiij^ nnd th^ 
seeds receive the benefit of the warmth 
to c)ierk>b theos^ qucI inak^ them grow« 

WVvx 



lani IS IK) luiigcr awoiuiicu nuc 

to go aloue* 

The questions 

Q. Of what use are the pan 
•f a flower ? 

A. They clothe the young 
the cold may not hurt them. 

Q. When do the leaves of 
fall away i 

A* When the seed or frui 
fairer need of them-. 

The TEXT. 

Mat. vi. 28. Consider th 
ihty grow* 

LESSON IX. 
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the earth out of which it grew. But 
it bath a second life a^ter its resurirectiaik 
from the earth; from whence it spruig9 
up withr a life of ka own^ and with a 
aew body. From every seed that grow 
eth m piimt o£ the same kiad with that 
which bore the seed ; God giveih to. evtrif. 
seed its omn bod^. 

i i|bo.am taught by the word of God, 
to expect two lives. The qu«. is my 
present eslrthly life^ which I have of my 
parents; the other k t^e life which I 
shall have after 1 have been buried. I'^ur 
as theseed is not quickened except it die ^ 
so cannot I obtain eternal life but by the 
way of death. 

The grave is as the furrow of the field, 
in which the seed is sown,* and as the 
sunshine of ihe spring raiseth the seed to 
life, so sHaH'the Sun of righteousness re« 
turn, to raise all those who are buried ia 
the earths The lime is coming, when 
they that are in their graves shall heao 
his voice and come fbrth, as Lazaius 
fcame fortb from the tomb, >Ahen Jtesus 
called him. 

The goorf seed of whedt and other 
grain, is gathered for u:^, and laid up io 
the bam, as the righieoiis, when they 
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Eph. y. 1 4. jlmtcke thou Utat ileep 
and arise front ike dead, ari/d Ch; 
ihall give titet light. 

Matt. \m. 30. Gather the wheati. 
my bam. 

1 Kings xxii. SO. i wUlgaUier t, 
titito thy fathers, and thou ihuU te ; 
thered into ihif grave in peace. 

Is. xli. Id. Thr wind sltait cti 
them an'ai/, and the whirlwind ah 
scatter them, 

LESSON X. 

WATER AN» THE SPIRIT. 

WHEK I wai^i tny liands with nB 
to mak-% ihem clean, I should pray 
tJod dial he woiiH be pleased to Wo 
tne a ciran heart, oAd renew a rig 
spiril n'ifhin me. The foulness of i 
)raiid!< is eieilj vraslied away, but 1 aa 
not wiiki tlie inuard stain of sill frc 
my soul, and give myself a clean hea 
'I'iiis is a second birth, and ii no more 
mj owii power than iiiy first birth wi 
God, nlio willelh that all sinners shoti 
be saved, sent imt bis Aposdes to ba 
Atlt«/f oatwta, widiwa«w«attkc.Hc 
1 tSte 
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Gliost, M^ithout whidi they cannot enter 
into Ae kingdom of tieaven. 

In 4m teaipie of Solomon^ there was ai 
large bason, caHed a «ea ; it %i as made <)f 
brass^ to hold water for the watfiing of 
those who ca(ne to worship. Under it 
there wesc the iiguret of twelve oxen ; 
three of them looking each way^ toward 
the four quarters of the heavens ; to shew 
that baptism should be carried out into 
all the worlds by the twelve ministers of 
Jesiis Christ. I'key have brought it even 
iilito me, and I have been wa«hed in bap- 
tism, that I may be saued. Btit i may 
defile myielf and lose tlie beadfit of it ; 
as the s^'ine when it is waslied. return^ 
again to ks waHowing in lh« fttite. Aa 
the swine delighteth to be undean, so do 
some taktt pieasnre i<i a tlirfy cotiscieitoe$ 
Such art not the bbtfi^s, iMt iht Worse fof* 
their baptism :' they forfeit the WetMitig 
garment. The sheep and the laihb, ^ 
when they are Washed, keep tbevMseifaa 
pure.-^^So mu«t I, if I wish to continue 
in the fold with the sheep of Christ; 
ivhtnliii^pfoafiised to be ttiy Aii^hefi, to 
feed me in a green pasture^ and -to tmk€ 
nie tie AMm b^de the vt-alers ^ com- 
fort. Ue will appear agaiu to «A^t«Aft 
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■the siteep from the goats, in the day 
judgment ; wliett, I trust, of his ner 
hc will se.t me on bis right hand, a 
make uic liajipy for ever in his o 
kingdom. 

Tbe questions. 

Q. Wliut liolh tbe water of [)a|«lii 
Wasb away ? 

A. Tbe stain of via. 

Q. But water caimot do ibis of ilse 

A. No, it 13 ail outward and null 
t'lgu of the spirit of Gud. 

Q. Wliat did that brazen sea sign! 
wliich contained water fur the purificati 
of tho6e who washed in the Temple P 

A. It shewed that baptism should 
parried out from Jtidca to tbe tour f\n 
ters of the world, that all nations nl^ 
be baptized. 

Q. What is the duly of those wh< 
Ood hath washed from sin? 

A. To keep themselves pure and i 
Upolted. 

Q. What would the twiae dq if 
were washed i 

A. It would tura again ta wftlWw 
tie mire- 
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The texts. 

Pisat. Ijl. 7- ThoH shult wmh me, and 
I Aall be whiter than snow. 

2 Kings V. \(}. Wash in Jmdan seten 
times, and thujtesh shall come again 
nnto thee, ana thou ihalt be clean. 

I Tim. V. 12^3. Keep thif self pare. 

Jitde, 'iS. Hating e^en the garment 
spotted by theJUsh. 

LESSON XI. 

GOD AND THE JUDGK* 

TJ/JS e\fes of the Lord are in every 
pTace, beholding the evil and the good* 
Thero is no secret place in M'hich the 
tinner c«n hide himself; for God, who 
k present e^ery where, seeth in the dark 
as vieW as in the light. He heareth \\i 
when me do not speak ; because he 
lieareth our thoughts. As the light of 
the san teaches to the ends of the 
world, and to the bottom of the sea ; so 
doth the presence of Goti reach to all 
places and all tiinesy though we see him 
not. If bis power were not constantly 
iipofi u^ we should be wovV\\w:^\ *vq>\ m 




36 THK BOOK er KATV*** 

him we live, and mace, aad have •or 

being. 

'^(he judge who punvhctb vm m a 
court oF justice, receivetli bis isfonwi 
lioa from othersi and can know oiily 
thai which the witoessen tell kin. fii^ 
God in both judge and witaess, «nl 
inowelh all diinga. When ibn judge 
hittb eondenncd ft ta»n, and he ig putt to 
deaih, he liath no mi>ie that be cw da^ 
but tJie pouer of God reaches bejond 
the grave ; for be caa destroy both the 
aoul and body in hell. Hia hand shall 
£nd out ibosa wbon the grave bath hid- 
den from our sight, and tfaey shall be 
brought forth and placed befure his judg- 
meoE-sea^ to be juHgt;d for Ui«ir pas^ 
lives. t'beftB. oiurders, and other sinf 
which uere cetQutiited in the dailc, and 
vere bidden fvwa. laen »o loi^ aa lim 
offenders lived, shall then be all dUcdn 
vered and made known. Wilh the Star 
of bhis, the guilty shall Uetobla whe« 
they rise from dheir graves.: thea shall 
tiiey caU out upon the wouotEuui to fatt 
upon ilient, Hiiil hide tbem ftoaa l&e feos 
of their J^udge- 

'Xlial i may not be afraid V> tseet b« 



\ 
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God in iiiat grefit day, kt me now 8cl 
\nm before me in all my thoughts^ \\'oitia> 
^aii aictions* , Let me live every day as* iu 
1m figlit ; then will he be my friend to 
nvejne, and my father to reward nie^ 
DPI my Judge tQ condcnip and punish 
me. it is his will, thut all should repeut 
lNM)>l^e faved. The lire' of hell was pot 
ipide for me : it was made for the devit 
«Bd his angelsr If I eome there at last^ 
itivill.be my own fault, for God haih 
sent his Son to seek me, aud deliver me 
from the wrath tq come. 

The questions. 

Q. Is God cfVcry where present ? 

A. His eyes arff in ^very place. 

Q. How can the presence of God ex- 
tend to every. placed 

A. As the light which issues from the 
•no penetrates all things, and goeth out 
to the ends of the world. 

,Q. What would the soul of man be 
without God f 

A. As his body would be without the 
suuj lifeless and motionless : for God ta 
oecessanr to our being. 

Q. How doth the power of God ex* 
tend to aioners after this Jite i . , 

E 3 k- ^^ 



drao^sred to oe conofuiieu »v mw 
Q. Who shall bear wittiew 

them f 

A. God seeth all their actio 
l^t then the devil and their o 
Mciences shall accuse and expose 

Q. How are we to avoid this 
condemnation ? 

A. By judging ourselves, »o< 
the I-ord always before us. . 

Q. For whom is the fire of 1 
pared? 

A. Not for me, but for the d 

his- angels. 

Thb texts. 

Psal. cxxxix. 9. Thou art a 
path and about my bedy and s 
all my ways^ ver. 1 1. The darl 
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amd opened unto the eyes of him, mth 
Kboin K& havfii lo d(K 

Liike xii^ 5. Pear bim, mho- t^r hi 
hath kUM, htdhf^ power lo cast ini» 
' hetL 

jficcles. xiik \^ God shall bring etery 
mnk. into judgmenti^ with every, secret 
iJuitgt wheihtr it he. good, or whtihor 
it, b$ evil. 

Matt. xxy. 41. Depart from ma ye 
eurscdf, into everlasting Jire^ prepaid 
for tih devil and. hk angels. 

LESSON XIL 

StE£P AND DREAMS. 

WHEN 1 8lee|> my fancy is led about 
by dreams. I am. disturbvci by vaia bopes 
9ii4 fears ; but I awake aud they are all 
gpOflu I aui a&igbt^d and run away 
uJieit there is no danger^ ajid 1 am der 
lighted witb that which is nothing but a 
shadow. I. think I am flying through 
the air, while I am motionless, in mj 
bed. I think I have found gfeat trea- 
sures.; but I. a^^akeJ and I am as poor av 
ever. Of that which is real I have no 
knowledge^ while my mind is thus filled 
witb shadowf i but perhaps I dream tiiat 
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I mm Mdling en the water, while An 
chamber in which I *teep hxlh taken Arcj 
and i knew it not tilt the flamea raidi 
piy body, and awake ine: tbea I start 
up, but it ii loo kte lo escape. 

Now Id me ask my heut dib ^jWa- 
tion : Am not I, who am thiia deoeivel 
tti my sleep, in danger of beii^ decciwd 
when I am awake ? IS my fancy ia filled 
with such thing!, as will have no wb* 
■IdncB whan I awake in the monii^ of 
the resurrection, then will my whole Itfit 
be uo bi'ltcr than a drcaiii : and of that 
which is real I shall have nu kn<i\vlcdge 
or seiue. When 1 am told of God, nr 
of heaven, or of the wrath lo come, 
these things will not aSiect n>e, because 
1 am in a sort of sleep, and my heart is 
£llcd with things of no substance. The 
rich man in the pamUe, was lulled to 
sleep by hix fine cloathing and his sump- 
tuous living, t^nd he never.awaked till he 
di^d. llien he lift up his eyea, and 
found him^if in a place of toroieiit ! 

What are the pleasures of youth, the 
honoirrs of manhood, or the wealth of 
age i Will they last i And can we cany 
ihpin with us beyond the graved No! 
tf/fjr kHI aJI forsake us, and be Uft be- 
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hind Ht» as( the shadoM^ of a dream* Yet 
tliese' «re th« ihings Ihe world sedcethi . 
«fie9j mki tbeif' fanny is so employed thak 
tbej efiQj tfbtnk of nothing else. Mam 
ftfaikQiA m m vai» shadow, and dun 
quiiltth kkmelfi m tain ; he hedpeU^- 
yp rkhet^ aaui eamwP. tell vok^ thtdl 
gtUher timnu When be is awake^ he ia 
employed jus^ as. men are wJien they ar# 
asleep ; his time is taken up, and his mimi 
is disquieted,, ijke the rniDd of a man in a 
dream, \i'ith thin«;s, which prove to be no* 
liung ali last\. His life httth nothing, real 
in it, and so it is but the shadow of Ufe| 
m fiaia shadow*, 

But if I serve God, and. read hi» word^ 
and say^ my poayers,. and do good tatha 
poor: then 1 act like a man viho is. awake; 
for thesii and otliei; like thingSi areall.teal 
and. lasting as God» himseif is; and)iiie 
fruit of theiff will remain with) me for 
mnaitm When h awake in another world, 
1 aball mill be the servant ofi God, as. I 
a«» now : his word and his. wisdom will 
delight me as they do now, aixL much 
moqe, beeaiise I shalll understand them 
1tellBn;i and? what I. ha^o gifea to die 
poor upon earth, I shall fimi again as a 
Ireaaune in l^mi. 



4^ THE BOOK OP NATURE. 

Lord, let me not sleep as others do, 
in sin; but let me walk with thee« as 
a child of Ihe day^ and be awake unto' 
righteousness; that when I shall awake 
ifom death* I may find myself in thy^ 
fNresence^ and live in thy heavenly king«- 
doniy where is neither darkness iv^r va*- 
aity« neither dreams nor sliadows; but 
all is tnithj imd all is lightj for ever and* 
ever. 

The questions. 

Q. What strange things happen to n» 
vihen we are asleepf 

A. Our minds are deceived with dreams 
and visions^ which we believe to be true* 
' Q. And what happens to tis when we 
are awake ? 

r jA. We deceive ourselves with many 
Tiiions, and diink to no more pnrpoift 
tlwn men do who are asleep* 
. Q. When the mind is m this stal^ * 
what doth it perceive of things real ; 
inch as God, heaven, hell, and this leser* 
rcction of the dead, and such like? 

A. No more than a roan asleep per- 
ceives of the tire which is about to burs 

in his bed* 
4?- Wkea did Dives fift up ^das c^jcal 
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A. Not till he was ill torments. 

Q. What rule have jou to distinguisb 
lietween shadows aud substances ? 

A. All tbhigs tliat vanish with this 
prtaent life are Mse : all tbinga that en* 
ihire bejoad it are truct, and wiB never 
.-«ke$iveu». 

tttit TEXTS. 

F^sat. xtxix. 6. 3Ian ts:alketh in a 
^uitt iliadow. 

I Thess. V. 6. Itet us not shep, as d<k 
Cthets ; but let us watch and be s(Aer. 

Eph. V. 14. Atodhe thou that shmegi, 
and arise from the dead, and Christ 
)shall sive thee lights 

Luke til. 14. Young man, I sai/ unto 
thee, arise. 

Pual. Ixxvi. 5. The proud are robbed $ 
they have slept thdf sleep ; and all the 
men whose hands Wire mtghty hate found 
nothing.' 

Psal. xvii. 16. TVhen I awake uj^ uf- 
ter thy likeness, I shall be satisfied 
with it» 
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mother; all chiutiun people a 
thren in Jesus Christ, who i 
Son of God. We all make 
under the same liead^ and the 
viour; and the angeU of t 
comprehended within this fan 
«s the saints upon earth. It u 
church ; and I was born unto 
made a member of it by ba 
JBurely as I was made a meml 
world by my birth from my i 
rents. I do not belong to the 
any right of nature, but or 
grace and calling of God. 

If God is my fatlicr^ [ nr 
tipon his goodness and aflecti 
but I must pray to him^ as I 
wants knovio to my earthly |: 
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and ruin tbem vskh kiclulgence! "GodJs 
children ^re vot so iel^ to tbemselvev. 
Xiet me then he ihviwkM when i aih cor-r 
YM^ted is mercy ; as. a 'token of iny ado{>^ 
Hon, and ekctien^to <bea child of God. 

if the Church ts*my motiier> who liath 
•>bN>ught me forth to be mi heir of glorjr; 
•it IS -my duty to coiiform to 'lier rtiles; 
*that i may have. the benefit of her ordi^ 
nances. 

If christian people are my brethren, it 
must be tny dirty to Iotc thf fii : and lo 
bear ki nriiid 'tliat ivise advice of 'llie 
good Joseph to hifs brethren^ inrf i/tat }f^ 
Jail not f^ittbtf the zmy. Iniourjoiw- 
ney through life^ we are .under jio numy 
trials andafiiictionsythot it is both fodisli 
and wicked for chrtatian brethnen to add 
to one another s trouble by strife and^en* 
irying^ by qnaitellings and dis(Ujiing«. 

Proud people are ashuraed of their 

poor relations; but 1 must not be 

ashamed to own the'poorest child ili'ihe 

family of God ; who perhaps, after H 

laborious life of failfa and (patt«nce, will 

^e my superior i».tl« icingdcmof lieaven. 

1 am to remember that Jesus Christ 'rt«j 

.bead ^ Ithis i^eat andhol^ faivul^v^^^ 

uiude poor for m^y ^ik^i ^vSji^ ^^ "^"^ 

9 V.'^^ 



those of whom Jesua i;hn8i is mm 
When I do ihem good, I roust do 
c«use ihey belong to Him ; not to 
my own superiority, or to obtai 
praises of men : and then all I do ^ 
accepted, and I shall have treasi 
heaven. 

The QUESTIONS. 

Q. Wha is your spiritual father 
A. God the father of spirits. 
Q. Who is your spiritual mothei 
A. The church. 
Q. Who are your brethren ? 
A. All christian people. 
Q. How do they become such i 
A. In Jesus Christ, who is th 
Son of God, and the first-bom oi 
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Q. What roust you do> if God ii your 
father ? 

A. I must nitike my wants kiio#n to 
bitD in prayer^ as children do. 

Q* And what will God do as a Auher ? 

A. He will correct cne in love and 
mei-cy, that my own will may not ruin 
Die. 

Q. Wjiat duty in required of you to 
the church ? 

Am To conform myself to her rules^ 
that I may have the benefit of her sacra«^ 
meats. 

Q.. What duty is required toward your, 
brediren I 

A. To loy» and be at peace with 
tbem.. 

Q. Are you lo be ashamed of poor 
christians i 

A. No ; we are all equal in the boitfe 
of God. 

Q. Why are you to do good to the 
poor?. 

A. Because they belong to Christ* 

Thu texts. 

Luke xi.£'. Our Father, which art 
in keatien. 
GmL iV. £6. But Jerusalctix t»K\cK\% 

y 2, ob^"0«^ 



brethren in Chrisi. 

Eph. iii. 14. Tin father ofnur 
Jems Ch'ist, of whom the whole f 
in hedven nnd earth is named. 

Eph. i. 22. Jnd gave him to b 
imr atl things to the Church. 
Matt. vi. 6. Pray to thy Path 
Rev. iiii 19^. At many as I lovi 
huke and chasten. 

Deut. viii. 5. Js a man chat 

kis son so the Lofd chasteneth tht 

Matt, xviii. 17. Hear tite ehu 

' 1 Pet. iiu B. hove as brethren 

1 Cor.xii. 13. We are all bt 

into one body whether %0e be b\ 

free. 

Mart IK. 4 1 . Whosoever ska 
you a cup of water to drink. 
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bdcaus^ it acts : and I am taught to im* 
derstand its actions from the senses of 
my body. At the eyes of the body see 
tilings, so doth the soul know and un» 
dentand: as the body hears, so doth 
the soul attend andoAey. As the body 
feeh, so is the mind affected iu the pas^ 
sions« As the body gmelUth and taslelh, 
so doth the eoul reiish some things, and 
disliku others, nod is able to diatingui^k 
between good and evil. As the body 
hungers and thirsts, so hath the soul its 
appetites, and OMist be nourished by such 
food as is proper for it. 

A perfect soul, is like a body in its full 
health and strength : but since Adam fell 
into^in^ and became subject to death, 
there is no such perfect soul now in the 
nature of man. The soul is Bick, and 
most be cured : It must even be bom 
again to a new life, before it can serve 
God, and understand his word. Jtsas 
Christ came into the world as the pby-* 
aician of mankind : but if we bad been 
^bote, we should hiive bad up need of 
him. 

All the evils aiMl dbtem'pers of the soul, 
are sliewn by the various diseases of ihe 
body ; aqd if there bad beeti no ain if^ 

f 3 ^^ 



The foiilneM of that sinful natyre whk 
leffcendft to ns from chif pareiita, is as tl 
leprosy, which comes by inheritaiice> ar 
jniccts the whole man. We have v 
m to hear the word of God, nor eyi 
see the wondr«His things of bis law 
^iit are by nature deaf and blind towai 
k\ and all goodness. We have i 
[more ahili!y to praise him^ than if \ 
Iwere dumb : neither can we lift up' o 
hands, nor bend our kiiees in prayer^ 1 
\he gives us new str«^iiji(:h. 

Therefore Je(»us Christ, who came 
cure our souls of all their infirniiti 
opened the eves of the blind ; he ma 
the deaf to hear, and the dumb to s|iet 
he gave strength to the lame, and e^ 
nised the dead, to shew that he gives 
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deiied Jeus^ vbo ha() eyes and saw not, 
ears aod beard UQt. Cleanse me from all 
my sins, even v dioA didqt clealite the 
kpers that cried unto thee ; and renew a 
right spirit within me. X^et my fkitb cry 
unto thee, and thy power will at ail timet, 
be ready u> beaJ and to safe me. 

The questions. 

Q. How are we to understand tht 
soul ? 

A. From the. senses of the "body, 

Q. Is th^re any such a thing a» a per* 
feet soul i 

A. Never since the fell of Adaro. 

Q. What then must be done for as f 

A, Our souls must be cured. 

Q. What then is Jesus Christ ? 

A. He is the physician of souls. 

Q. Why did he cure men's bodies ? 

A. To shew that be restores their 

■ouls. 

Q. On whom were the miracles of 
Christ and his Apostles wrought i 

A. On those ouly who had faith to be 
heal*fd. 

Q. What follows ftom thence ? 

A. That wilbouli fiMtb I Capnot be 
iaved» 



Matt. ix. 35. Jesus went about 
evert/ sickness. 

Acts xiv. 9. Perceiving that 
faith to be healed. 
■ Matt. ix. 12. They that be whe 
not a physician, but they that ar 
I came not to^all the rightetus, 
ners to repentance. 

Psal. xfi. 4. tiedl my soul^foi 
sinned against thee. 

Psal. cxlvi. 8. The Lord ope 
eyes of the blind. 

\'6:i . XXXV. 4. God will come < 
you. Then the eyes of the Mi, 
be opened, and the ears of the d 
be unstopiped'^lhen shall the la 
leap, and the tongue of the da 
mng^Sfc, 
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dbrkncss, so surely is there a spirit of dark- 
ness^ wfaom %te call the deviik li is lie* 
oessary for me to know God bt^ whofnT 
ain- to be saved ; and woe be unto, me, if 
](know not the devit, by whose devices^l 
may be destroyed. But as I oaunot see 
him, (for he is a spirit) I must learn what 
he is by the pictures which are given me 
of' his evil nature. He is caUddthe de 
$iroy€r, and is contrary in everyi respect to 
the Savimir. 

Jesus Cfarisb ia the true light ; but he ia 
the prince of darkness; the god of this 
wori4> who blindeth men's eyes, that the^ 
majr nol' see the truth. My Saviour is a 
shepherd, who giveth his- life for the 
sheep; hit the devil is a lion, who goeth 
about seeking wliathe maj devour. The 
one It a lamb, meefc and harmless ; the 
ether a^ serpent, fiill of devices, and mora 
subtle than* any beast of the £eid. The 
one raises men toUfe; the other was a 
murderer from; the beginning. The one 
!» my advocate Mith the Father; suffer^ 
ingatidpfeading fbv the papdon of my 
sins ; the otbev is the accuser of the 
brethren; first tempting them to Ml into 
sin, ind thea accusiti|g . them ^hi^^ \Vw) 
way All under th^ Aud^memSl oH.Q^^^ 



believeri; and the de\iJ is Hie taia 
worshipped under a variety of na 
the heathen ^orld. 

If [ love God and goodness, 1 1 
like the Saviour ; but if my eyes 
be blinded^ then I shall be like 
stroyer. The children of the d< 
like the devil ; as the young vipei 
the old one. There have alway 
two sorts of people in the wor 
8ona of God and the seed of the 8 
and God hath put such enmity I 
thein, as shall la»t as long aa the 
doth* Why did the Jevs crucif 
Christ ; and why did the heathen; 
cute christians, and put theno cr 
death; but beeause. they were < 
father the devil, and filled with tl 
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the waves of the Jiei. He is pleased^ 
¥rheii mien kill one another with tlie 
sword^ in carnal war; but more so^ when 
tbey are set at variance by perverse dis- 
putingS) which are die wars of the miud^ 
and sud^as spirits are most fit for. — All 
true peace is from the God of peace ; and 
all enmity is of the devil^ and leads men 
naturally into his kingdom. 

The questions. 

Qb How doth the natural world 8he\^ 
us that there is a spirit contraiy to God? 

A. Because it shews ^B, that there if^ 
darkless contraiy to light. 

Q. Is it necessatpr for us to believe that 
there is an evil spirit i 
■ A. Certainly ; because we may be dt« 
stroyed bv hin devices. 

Q. What are the names of t]be evil 

SfHrit? 

A. He is a destr^^er ; an adversary ; 
thh prince of darkness ; a false god of 
tbis world; a devouriug }ion; a sifbtle 
serpent ; a iiar^ a tempter, ao .accuser^ a 
mnrdtrer. 

Q. To whom are Wicked iheo like ? 

A. To dieir fctb^cth^ deviU . 
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A- GnH hnlh put ev-erhn^Dg minil^ 
letneen his childreo aod the Mwd ofttie 

Q. How did tbii enmitj slww itself I 

A. In ibe crucifisian of JeniB (^iriflt 
"by 4he Jews, and the perseciUioiM of Ui 
church by the healheiu. 

Q. In M'hat dolh tbe deiil delight ? 

A. In war and confusion f andbeKMW 
the seeds of discord among cliristians, to 
make divibiuim in thi: diiirch. 

Q. Wh'rthcr ntHlntrcdEnid'nncbirita- 
lfleness lead wen ? 

A. 'Into -tlie-lLitigdeni df mtnii; Where 
(here nil! be ui>-peace to oU -el<;rDitJr. ' 

The texts. 

2 Cor. vi. 14. Wiifit commtmion'hath 
Uglit u'ilh durkiiesui J nd^i/itt concord 
hmh Christ wUh He/i'iH 

Epb. vi. II. Put on the whole afmoi& 
of God, that ye rntnf 'be abie to itt/Tid 
aguihut tht Ki/ft of the rfni/. ■ Forwr 
tsrettlt nbt against jieji and Hood, Imt 
agoiust princijpalitia, asaimt jxnaen, 
against the rulers of the darliHtss ofth» 

John viii, 44. Ye ate o_f ^wtr JaUim 



THE BOOK OF KATURB* 6-} 

Matt. X. 22. Ye s/iall be hated of alt 
m^, far m^ tfmie!9 s^k^'. . . 

edfiiie, a^na jiif^.J^9. broifher, ^r^; 14*: 
He that lovetk nptj^s brqjt/iei^^ abi^th in 
death, ?■ . » ' u- ; . •.. 

1 Cor. X..20. The ij^ings 9x^^i^ tki 
Centil^ sacr(ficeftthejfi^f^Qe tq,4e(v^ 
and not to God' . 

LESSON xvr. 



THE PAlfeABLE. 

A parable teachea us doc.trInjed froia 
tlie likeness of some tliiogs |tb ott^ 
things; but we shall not see aud ^o\y of 
this likenessj if we either hate or disbe- 
lieve the doctrine which a parable teach* 
e^i. .1)1 the parable of the sower, wie 
.axe^taiu^tj^, . . . ■ 

1. That the word. of God is I^e j^ 
$tied which is spwp in the field; that it 
ifxay take root, and bear fruit against, the 
tetfv.est,;, 

2* iTj^at he lyho preaqhetlt is like liun 
that spwpth : the one. can do no niofe 
than the other ; for God must giv^ the 
increase in both cases. Withou|;the ram 
and sups^ii^ the seed cannot grow \ and 
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con, fort of thv holv word, I mav cm- 
brace and ever hold tetthe blessed bope 
61' everlasting life whieh fhoa bast given 
us in our Saviour Jesus Cbiisf. Amen. 

The questions. 

' Q. What is a partible ? 

A, It teaches us to understand some 
things from the natui^ of odier things. 
It is the doctrine of the Grospel in Uie 
laiiciias<:e of nature. 

Q. Therefore everyparable r^ires an 
interpretation? * 

A. Yts; it teadies lis nothings till it 
IS interpreted. A parable without Me in- 
terpretation; is liWe a body witbont a 
soul; or like the" outward si^n iti the 
sacranient, wilhottt the inward spiritual 
gnice. 

Q.. What is meant by the seed? 

A. Tlie word of God. 

Q. What is the sower? 

A. The preacher, who preachcth the 
word of God. 

Q. What is the ground into which the 
3ced is sown ? 

A. The heart of man. 

Q, And bbw'do the hearts of men dif« 
^rfrom one another? 
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A. As the differcat sorts of groiiii4 
which we see ia tbf field. 

Q. Whel it neant by ibe Idghwey 
side ? 

A. TbebeerCf wUeh itopenvndun* 
guarded against aO teinptaCioiftl* 

Q. What is meant bj the fowls of the 
eir? 

A. Enl spirits^ wincb ileal away tfai 
word as soon as the people have beard it« 

Q. What is the stony groundf 

A* The impatient iimt of shallow* 
minded people, who do not undefitanA 
the word of God^ and so can endure m^ 
trouble. 

Q. What is meant by ite 8Corchin| 
heat of the mmt 

A. Triab aind persecntioos ibr the 
truth's sake. 

Q. What is meant by dioms ? 

A. The cares and pleasures of worldly*, 
minded people. 

Q. What happens when they prevail f 

A. The word of God is choaked by 
ihem. 

Q. Are pleasuies thorns f 

A. Yes ; because they prick the heart 
at last, as much as any cares and troii« 

« S bios ; 



biingeth. forth? 

A» Good works. 

Q. What is the harvest ? 

A. The end of tha world. 
. Q. What h done then i 

A. The fruitful slieaves^i good 
' tiviis, are laid up in the sU)reh( 
God. 

Q. What are the. wicked f 

A. Tares which are bound up 
fire. 

Q. Wlio will be the reapers ? 

A. Tlie angels of God. 

The texts. 

Mark iv. KS. And he said un 
hiowye not thisparablei Andh 

•it 1 .. .11 1 1..0 
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they which when they hear, reeeive the 
word trnthjoy, but in time of temptation 
fall away* 

Matt. xiii. 2^. The cares of the zcorld 
and the deceirfulness mf riches choak the 
word^ ver. £3. The good, ground is he 
thathearelh the word, and understandeth 
ity which also heareth fruit. 

Matt. xiii. 38. The good seed are the 
children of the kingdom: but the' tares 
are the children of the wicked one, 
ver. 39. The harvest is the end of the 
world. As the tares are gathered a?id 
burned in the fire, so shall it be in the 
end of the world. 

Heb. xi. ig. Accounting thatGodwas 
able to raise him up, even from the dead: 
from whence aUo he received him in a 
/figure (Gr.) in a parable. 

£zek. XX. 47- Behold I will kindle a 

fire in thee, and it shall devour every 

green tree in thee, and every dty tree — 

Ah, Lord Gods they say 0/ me, doth he 

not speak parablesif 



END OF PART I. 
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To Mrs. W , of G . 

nrO whom can I present this se* 
cond part of the Book of ^eitart 
so properly as to yoa ; who, by the 
good use you made of the first part^ 
have given me encouragement to 
proceed ? 

I have taken pleasure in many 
different studies; and.aomeofmy 
productions have been the fruit of 
much labour: but I look upon this 
little book as a work of more hope 
than tome otiiers of greater appear- 
ance. The new language of it is a 
^ortbf new wine^ which roust be 
put into new vessels, into minds un- 
tainted by false learatng, unoccu* 
pied fay the prejudices of education;, 
and then, little preparation will be 
required in the scholar, more than 
^ood knowledge of the Catechism 
of the Church of £nglaind/ and a 

readU 
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readiness ill the readingof the Scrip- 
ture, and in turning to the several 
parts of it. The second ^ik of Les- 
sons hftth already been tried t^pon 
the forwttrdestxbuldren of por Sun- 
day Skhools : and from the progress 
tbey make, and the avidity with 
which tbey receive tbis kind of in* 
struction, I am able to answer for 
^e good ei£sct of it: I can there- 
fore reconmieiui it to you with the 
greater confidence. I f it succeeds 
iti tony bands, it may succeed better 
iq yours; who from your own judg- 
ittent will enlarge upon ray serex^ 
subjects in a familiar cotiirersatio& 
^rithyourlittle disciples; andtheKe* 
•by render these lessons mDureiin- 
atructive as well as moreagiiseHbtB. 
:Id the way I have marked obity-gp 
H9n, after yOAir own manAer^mtld the 
Lord prosper you. . : 



.f 
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I. The chapter of CHILDREN. 

JESUS CHRIST took a litde child, 
and set bim forth as a pattern^ to shew 
with what temper of tniad his doctrine 
must be received ; aod that men^ even the 
greatest and tbe wjsest of them« must be- 
come as liule children before they can 
be his .disciples. 

Fpr thfg same reason, the Apostle also 
exhorts dl Christians to return to the state 
.of cbildreiij and to desire like nert-bom 
Jbabes the sincere fnilk of the word. Thay 
£BU XQceive nothing oh any othec c<ycudir 
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tion : for^ is it not said^ that he who mill 
enter into the kingdom of heaven must 
be bom again f ^And he who is nevilj 
bom must be in the state of a child.. 
Wb^ a child comes to be taught^ it 
cornel itt simplicity: it has^ao opimons 
of its 059171 to be proud of : it receivej the 
word of God from its spiritual parent the 
Churchy as children receive milk from the 
breast of their mother^ and are nourished 
thereby. 

When a master undertakes to teacb^ 
he does not find his labour, easier^ but 
harder, and sometimes hopeless, from 
the ill habits the scholar has acquired in 
teaching himself, and the opinion be has 
pf his o wn sufficiency. This case^ though 
generally trouWesomei is ne?er so dan« 
gerou8)^a8 when human wisdom has bc^ 
'meddling with divine things: dierefore^ 
vrhen God tesaches us such things^ he 
will have none of our wisdom to begin 
with. He hath warned us, that his 
thoughts are not like ours; that he 
measures good and evil by a different 
rule: wheuce it comes to pass^ that a 
man*s own wisdom will never assist him 
IP receiving the wisdom of God. The 
of God cannot be seen but by 

the. 
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the gift> that is^ bj the grace of God : and 
Iris gifttf are never thrown away npoD a 
prond mind : he reshteth the proud^ and 
aendeth away tlie rich empty and igno* 
lant. And in this the judgment of God 
19 not to be censured^ - but adored. I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaveti 
and earthy that thou haU hid these things 
Jrom the wise and prudent^ mid hast 
reveakd them unto babe$. - Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in thif 
sight. Matt. xi. 25. 

If Ciiristianily were doubtful^ or of 
baman invention^ then it would be a good 
vtnj to provide ourseliws with as much 
of our own wisdom as we could, that we 
Blight be able to judge of it: but if it ia 
horn God, of whom we are unfit to 
judge^ this method will never fail to lead 
us into error ; and many who pursue it 
wander from one error to another, till 
they fall into total unbelief. 

As children are preferred to be tanght 
of God here upon earth ; so we are told 
that they are received into heaven; and 
that. the whole kingdom of God is made 
up of children, and of those who are like 
them, 'i'hey who will not be taught 
with cbildrro, shall not ^ \o Vues^^v^ 
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uith cliildren. Many are too proud to 
make diildreu of themselves^ even n hen 
they have God for their master^ and 
therefore maiqr will fall short of it. Try 
the Gospel upon a child: — ^he receives 
instruction from Grod without gainsann|rf 
as he received milk from the breast of hn 
mother. Try the same upon the wise 
man of nature : — he must judge of it bj 
some rule of his o^n ; he must put the 
l^t of the sun to some test^ before he 
consents to see by it ; and so he walks on 
still in darkness : he has been poring and 
pr\iiig, by a bad lights into things he does 
not understand^ till he has hurt his eyes, 
and cannot see so much as a little child 
can : jet he is full of conceit, and thinks 
he can judge of every thing. When Eiy« 
taas, the sorcerer, was struck Uind^ he. 
sought for somebody to lead him by the 
hand : but these take upon them to be 
guides^ and think nobody can go right 
without their leading. 

If the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the 
power of God unto salvation, blessed are 
they who are not offended at it^ and have 
no reason against it ; who rejoice to see 
the things of heaven by the light of 
heaven, as thev adore God in his works 

wheu 



THBT BOOK OF NATURE. 75 

when they nee them by the light of bis 
own sun. They, among the Jews, who 
became reputedly wise under 9 false ed<^ 
cation^ were th^ worst hearers our Sa- 
viour ever met with, because they were 
fond of their own traditions, and {inroad 
of their own attainments. He that bath 
been taught ill, is more incapable than he 
urbo hath not been taught at all. If ye 
W€ft blind, aaid our Saviour, ye should 
have no un; but now ye say. We see; 
therefore your sin remainetn. This a 
child never says ; therefore he is fit to be 
taught of God : and eveiy human teacher 
who b^ins with his Sjcholars in their 
childhood, will soon find, that he does 
mwt good by .teaching one child than4>y 
leaching aome twenty men ; which consi- 
deration is a great encouragement, and 
gives much hope of success to the writea 
of this little book. 

Thb QUESTIONS. 

Q. What temper must be found in aH 
die disciples of Jesus Christ ? 

A. The temper of a child. 

Q. Why so? 

A. Because no other can receive bis 
wordl 



trines of God. , . , . 

Q. Why did not the Jewish c 

receive the Gospel? 

A. Because diey had been ill 
and had a great conceit of thd 

learning. 

Q. To what is the word of Ora 

pared ? 

A. To wwccre and jpi/rc milk. 

Q. Why so? 

A. Because it gives nourishmi 
growth to the mind, and . is fit fc 
only who are of teachable dispc 
like children. 

Q. Hew does God Ueat tho 
are wise in their own conceit . 

A. He bides from them the tl 
heaven, so that ihey camiot see 



1 •« « 



TirB BOOK OF NATURE. 75 

Q. Of whom is the kingdom of heaven 
composed: 

A. Of children^ and of those who ar£ 
like them. 

Q. Why vi'il niMly MI short of it i -. 

A. Because they are toe proud to 
nake children of tbemselvet^ even in tbe 
n^tofGod? 

Q. Which is the best time of life to 
loim the word of God ? 

A* In our childhood^ before we have 
been ill taught, or have taken up any 
▼adn conceits of our own. 

N«B. It is easier to learn twenty good 
things, than to unlearn one bad one. • 

The texts. 

Matt, xviii. 3. Except ye be converted, 
and become a$ little children, ^e'ifta// not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven, ' 

Matt. X. 14. Suffer the little children 
to come unto mCy and forbid them not ; 
for of such is the tdngdom of God. 

1 Pet. ii. 2. JVJierefore laying aside 
all malice, and all guile , and hypocrisies, 
and envies^ and all evil-speakingy as new 
bom babes, desire the sincere milk of the 
word, that ye may grow thereby. 



•*■ run a wee, catB and drinks M I 
|o do, and carriei the mam wd 
Rothes upon his back, or wem 
gannent down to his beds inst 
being girded up and lightly doth 
moat be a fod. His feUow-cba) 
despise him ; the spectators kugh ; 
and he returns home with shame s 



p..^, while the children of the 
follow him and make a jest of hia 
Unless I take heed to myself, 
be one of those who thus expose s 
appoint themselves. For my life 
a journey of curiosity; it is a co 
TfMit; in which I must either \ 
heavenly prize, or lose it. If tbi 
«a8e> no duty of life must be pei 
with sloth or carelessness, but vk 
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I may Icani how to prepare myself for 
ny Chrktian cowrse, if I consider what 
waa done by those who aticieiiil|y strode 
far t)i€ mastery io any manly exercise. 
1 am io make thenv my pattern^ a^ tlie 
Apostle batb instructed me» 

I. They prepared themselves for th^ 
Aty of trial by diligent and laborious ex« 
crcisg beforehand. I have more encou* 
lagement to do this than they had. 
Therefore^ said the Apostle to his son 
TmifOtfay, exercise thyself unto godli^ 
WC9S ; for bodily; exercise profiteth little ; 
the prize to be obtained by it is inconn* 
derabte ; hut godliness is profitable ta cU 
thiwgSy having the promise of this life, 
csRi/ of that tchich is to come. 

ffJ'That they might use their limbs to 
greater advantage^ tliey threw oflF theif 
clothes; aiuf the term which denotes 
exercise, implies that they were naked* 
I nvtnri; afso take care not to put on too 
nnch of this worlds but to lay aside 
ecery weight, tliat I may be light and 
active in my spirit; according to that 
precept, gird up the loins of your minds; 
that, being unincumbered with the world, 
they may be prepared for the Christian 
race. 



is temperate in all thiugt, i miu sui^ 
for the mastery ; therefore I must be o 
fill not to weaken my unnd by intern] 
ance and fulness of body. 

4. They were anxioiiH for the pi 
and the honour of the victory. '( 
considered that^ though all run in a r 
the prize ii given but to one. It was 
sufficient with them to do well; it 
their object to do best ; and it mnsi 
ours, so to run that we may obtain. 

5. It was a great obligation i 
them to do their best, and had a ] 
effect upon their mind^j when they f 
themselves biefore a multitude of sp 
tors, whose eyes were upon them; 
particularly those of their near fri 
who were earnest fur tiieir succesi 
^f «i.oir Piieiiiies. who had an in 
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when the race is over ; and God will gkjs 
118 the promised rewards for, ' 'i-* !-" 
6. As the conquerors of <dd> When 
tb^ bad won the race^' received an bo* 

'nonrable garland of flowers^ and wen 
celebrated in songs; so do we also ex* 
pect to be crowned. Their garlatwh^ 
bow gay soever they might be at first, 
soon faded away; but the crown for 
which we strive is incorruptible and 
etemaL When th« blessed St. Paul had 

fotished hia courier there was dien nothing 
before his mind but' the reward of his 
yiciory-^enceforth there is laid vp for 
me a crown of righteoumess. 

If there is joy among the angels of 
heaven^ when o^je sinner repenteth upon 
earth; what will be the congratulation^ 
the songs of triumph^ when tberighteaua 
shall be met, at the end of their race, by 
the iohatntants of heaven i 

The questions. 

Q. Why is the Christian life comr» 
pared to a race? 

A. Because if is a course of righta* 
onsness with a crown of glory for the 
priae* 
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Q. Arc you under like circumstances 
%iith those who run in a racef 

A. r have en^caged myself to stiive: 
and - 1 must cither win lieaven, or lose 

' Q. flow are you to prepane youradf, 
ibat }'OU may win the prize in this •race? 

A. As they did of oid^ who strove for 
the mastery in any manly exercise. 

O. What rules did they observe ? 

A. They exorcised themselves dili- 
gently before- hand; aud I must exercise 
my mind uuto godliness, that I may be 
prepared against the da)* of Uial. 

Q. How did they exercise thera- 
'selves f 

A. They laid aside their clotlies, that 
they might not be hindered by any un- 
necessary weight or incumbrance. 

Q. And what are you to do ? 

A. To keep myself light and active 
for the Christian course. 

Q. I low are you to do that? 

A. To cast off the unnecessary weight 
of riclies, worldly cares, and pleasures. 

Q. Is there not some particular impe- 
diment, which every particular Christian 
is to lay aside f 

A. Thers 
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A. llieie .is some one sm, which 
Mra|)9 itscirinor^rcls^scly abouti fai.iUj and 
is harder to put off than anj other^ and 
hinders him most of all in Im Christian 
progress. 

Q. What else was required of those 
who were preparing for the race ? 

A. To be temp^tie in all things : fcrtr 
this contributes as mueli 'tb the strength 
of the mind as of the body. 

Q. What obligations are you mider to 
do the. best you can ? 

A. Tlie race is not won, bat by him 
M'ho does his utmost ;' he that is careless 
will not obtain, neither doth he deserve 
the prize. 

Q. What other obligation are you 
under? 

A. I am striving before a cloud of 
witnesses, who will receive and applaud 
me if I succeed. 

Q. Who are they ? 

A. "^Ilie holy angels; all good men; 
and all they who have already run the 
race of faith and obtained the prize. 

Q. How were the conquerors reward- 
ed of old time f 

A. With a crown or garland of laurels 
and flowers. 

1 d. \^\«x 
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Q. What will be jour reward f 
A. An eternal crown which fidetk 
act 

The texts. 

tieb. u.1. Seeing we are compaaed 
mbout fcitk MO gx^^ a cloud of witMsses, 
let us lay oMe ^ery weigh, and tie 
»n which doth so eanuf beset u%; and let 
us run with patience the race which is set 
before um. 

I CoTf ix. 9Ap ftL They which run 
in a race, run eJl;. but one receiveth the 
prize; so run, that ye may obtain* 

And every one that striveth Jor the 
mastery, is temperate in all thssm. 
.Now they do it to obtain a eonuptwU 
crown, but we an incorruptible* 

I therefore so run, not as uncertain^ 
'^'^mt I iceq^ under my body^ and bring 
it into subjection, lest, while I hau 
preached unto others, I myself should be 
acastawety* 



III. The 
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ni. Thb chapter Of T^BER. 

NACLES. 

A L(i men are but passengers and piU 
'^ grims through this world.; and it is 
a fetal mistake to think we are poiisessors 
qt any things of houses or londsj when 
we are no moire than tenant^ anjd. occa* 
piers ill this transitory life, S4>iiie dweU 
in stately palaces; and many more in 
poor cottages ; but all are born to die 
same mortality. If the poor tfian^s hut 
drops into decay^ he dies never the 
sooner; and if the house of the rich is 
founded upon a rock^ he lives never the 
longer. 

1 o prevent all mistakes from distinc* 
tions of this kind^ the holy Patriarchs^ 
Abraham^ Isaac^ and Jacobs inhabited no 
lofty cities^ built no strong holds ; but 
lived in tents or tabernacles^ with which 
they removed from place to place^ as 
God was pleased tp order them. This 
was very remarkable in their case ; be- 
cause they did it in a land which God 
ba^ promised to them for an inheritance; 

1 2 >in&\^«\ 
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tlierebv si.:iufvinjr, that ihcv did not ac-* 
cf pt of the earthly land, but looked for 
a better country, that it, an heavenly. 
When the children of Israel were jour- 
neying to Canaan (to give us a pattero 
of the state of man in this world) they 
lived by encampments in a wilderness^ 
removing ttieir tents from place to place 
for forty years^ and ending their days in 
that unsettled way of life. EVen when 
the people were fixed in Canaan^ good 
men still devoted themselves to live as 
s' journers apd pilgrims. ^We see this in 
the example of the Rechabities^ who re- 
tioiniced* th6 pleasures and possessions of 
the world, and dwelt in tents as their 
holy fathers had done before. Even God 
himself was pleased to partake of the 
condition of his people; making him- 
self, even under the law, that stranger 
upon earth which he was to be after- 
wards under the Gospel. Tlie place of 
his worship in the wildemcssi and long 
afterwards was not a house,. but a tent 
and a tabernacle ; and when the Word 
was made flesh, he is said to have taber- 
nacled anion^rst us : liviiisf as one who 
renounced this world and all its possef5- 
sions ; more unprovided of liouse and 

lund^ 
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hadf than the foxes of the eartb-or tb# 
Ifirds of the air* The paasiige from thie 
world to the other if iniicli more e«f to 
those who live in this meaner. The msa 
of the worlds fiho fixes his abode faer^ 
is violently torn a#ay at his death, as a 
tree pulled up by the roots^ and hath np 
prospect after it : but he who lives in a 
tent is easily removed. If wa live ia 
faith> we should -die in hope^ knowinf 
that^ if our earthly kmu or tki9 tab<n^ 
nacU be dtsiohed, we have another 
buildings an house not made vrith handity 
eternal in the heavens. When vre leava 
this land> on which we never rested, we 
find a better country, in which we may 
fix with safety ; when we leave the build* 
ings of this worlds which fall into decay, 
we find an eternal city, whose builder 
and maker is God. 

No subject is perfectly understood, till 
it excites devotion in us ; and we should 
endeavour to give that turn to it, in some 
such way as this* 

Lord, make me ever mindful, that I 
am a pilgrim and stranger npon earth : a 
passenger and traveller through this trail* 
sitory life, to the possession which thou 
didst promise to our forefather Abraham, 

1 a 'wA. 
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and the heirs of his faith. As I have 
here no abiding place, let me be content 
to lead a changeable unsettled life^ if 
thou seest it good for me^ a9 a teot is 
removed from one station to another; 
that, when all my journeyings and en- 
campments through this wilderness shall 
be iinishedi I may see tlie felicity of 
thy chosen, and. rejoice with thine i/i" 
heritance; dwelling with thee for ever 
in thai holy land, and that heavenly city, 
which thou hast prepared and builded for 
thy holy Patriarchs, and, with them, for 
all those who through faith and patience 
sliall inherit the promises. Amen, 

The questions. 

Q. What is a Tabernacle ? . 

A. A tent, stretched out with cords, 
and moveable from one place to ano- 
ther. 

Q. Who dwelt iu these Ikabitations? 

A. The holy Patriarchs, Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob. 

Q. Why did they inhabit such dwell- 
ings as Tabernacles i 

A. To remind them daily that they 
were strangers upon earth. 

Q. Had 
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Q. Had not God promised them the 
possession of the land in which they 
dv\eU ? 

A. Yes ; btit he made them live in it 
as travellers or sojourners^ to shew tbeni 
and U8> that the hope of all his Saints is 
in another life. 
. Q, Who else lived in Tabernacles i 

A. The children of Israel, in their jour* 
nejings through the wilderness. 

Q. How long did they live in this 
way ? 

A. Forty years : so that the whole ge- 
neration of them who were brought out 
of £gypt finished their course^ short of 
the promised land^ in their unsettled ha- 
bitations. 

Q. Did good people understand what 
God intended by their dwelling in tents ? 

A* Certainly; because some dedicated 
themselves freely to ihis way of iifc, after 
tb^y were settled in towns and cities. 

Q. Who were such? 

A. The iiechabite^ ; whose taflier 
gave them: a charge to renounce th^ 
^^orldy and live as the Patriarchs had 
lived before. 

Q. What was the house in which God 
dwelt at first with his people ? 
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A. It was a Tabernacle set up in the 
Mriklernei»8« 

Q. Why did God dwell ia such t 
place? 

A. To shew that he would be a stranger 
lipoo earth as we are, and dwell 4n the 
tabrrnacle of a mortal body. 

Q. What are we to learn from these 
things i 

A. That all the Servants of God are 
to renounce the worlds and live like 
strangers upon earth. 

Q. What do they hope for by so 
doing ? 

A. They prepare themselves for a bet* 
ter inheritance in heaven. 

Q. Why does the Apostle call our bo« 
dies tabernacles ? 

A. Because we lead a travelling lif(fe 
in themj and they are soon to be taken 
down as a tent is. 

Q. How do die children of this world 
live ? 

A. They build houses and buy lands^ 
as if they were to live for ever ; when 
perhaps their tent may be taken down 
this nighty and their soul required of 
lbem» 

Q. What 
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Q. WhjAt is the best inprovement. of 
this aqd oUiflrJ ^j*f ts qI the Sciiptiw ?. ^ 
, :.A.[Fo7nif^ « pnyer to Godupc^pk 
tUeav--. . .. - 

The tEX:TS. 

I . . -• - ■ 

'Oeii.'xiii. 18. xxv. 27* Nomb. x. 28. 
2 Sakp:. vii. 6. Jer. ehsip. xxxv. John i* 
14^ Acts vii. 1^ &c. fieb. xi. 9- 2 Pet. 
i. iSi 14. * ♦ 



IV.tHnCHAtn'ERaFWAR. , 

'YlT'^ATa strange thuig is war! jet 
' \i'e see it jevery where ; and we 
ourselves are eng^ed ip it, whether we 
will or uot. There is war in the na- 
turs^ creation; the hawk is always in 
arms for the seizing of his prey ; the liou 
and the wolf are at wai- with cattle*; 
binls and beasts are persecuting que ano- 
ther,;, and the innocent are destroyed by 
the. cruel and rapadous. Even in bcis 
and^ rivers there are g^eed^ moasL^va 



arms against nation^ anu i^ 
vided against themselves. 
aH this permitted ?— *For mai 
sions ; but for this above all 
the enemiei we see, we n 
the enemies we de not tee. 
visible world is aI|o tf wai 
war in heaven, God him 
enemies among Angels tfa 
atrei^th; principalities and 
confederate against all the gr 
ciful designs of heaven : s 
wliich they be^an there, \\ 
upoir easth against us men 
vation. We are therefore 
state of war^ and are aa 
listed as soldiers at our b 
Jesus Christ is the captah 
'' -/^-f ivlinfie Dann 
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with this differeDce^ that ghostly dangers 
are a thousand times worse than bodily^ 
and call for more valour and more vigi« 
lance. Being therefore soldiers^ we are 
4o do as soldiers do* 

!• We are to put on the whole armour 
oMjIod. There is the helmet to save 
the head in natural war; and there is 
the protection of God, the helmet of 
Mahoationj in sfHritual war. There is the 
Meld qf faith, which we are to hold 
up against the fiery darts of the enemy* 
Inere is the sword of the ^irit, th» 
word of God, sharper than any iuKh 
e^ed swordf which, when skilfully used, 
wm give mortal wounds to the adversa^ 
nes of our fdith. 

t. We must practise the prudence 
which is necessary in earthly war ; con- 
sidering that we are here in an enem/s 
country, in continual danger of beii^ 
surprised by evH spirits, who are always 
upon the watch: and therefore obliged 
to be scJber and vigilant. A drunken 
soldier, in a time of war, is in danger 
of death: a drunken Christian is in 
dai^ of damnation. All levity and 
dissipation, and foolish jesting are to be 

avoided. 
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avoklcd, as lendiii.: to make the mind 
elTemir.ate and careless, niiH iiisonsihle or 
i(s dangerous .situation in this life ; in 
consiiieration of which, we are to pax 
^ht time of our strfoin'tihtg here ifi 
t-'ir, as they do who are encompassed 
\»ith enemies. 

3 We arc to stiidv the interests of 
the two parties at war. We are to know, 
that the irrand encrov of man, which is 
the Devil^ hath his allies ^xho assist him 
in his warfare against us : these are the 
World and the Flesh. The World re- 
ceives his principles, and works with 
him, by the great force of custom, 
fashion and example; the Flesh war- 
relh against the spirit, and is to be de* 
niod and mortified, as we stop and seize 
the supplies of provision, when they 
arc upon the road to the camp ef an 
enemy. 

4. Ilien, lastly, as the mind of the 
Bolditr is intent upon victory, and he 
runs all hazards to obtain it; so hath the 
Christian the same object in view ; sin 
and death are to fail before him and tiie 
kingdom of heavtn is to be the prize. 

All the prospects and chances of the 

8\ji- 
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Spiritual warfare are to be seen^ as in a 
glass; when we read of the wars of th^ 
HebrewA in their progress from F.gypt io 
. Canaan t hoinr God fought for them ifi - 
a oiae when Ibqr could not fight fot 
themselves^ and overthrew the Egyptians 
in the Re<hSea. How Jericho fell be- 
fore the priests; as. the world and its 
power fall before the sound of the Gos- 
pel ; how Gtdeoq prevailed over the host 
9f Midian with his lamps and his 
pitchers; as the enemies of the truth 
are defeated by the light of the word in. 
earthen vessels i bow Sisera, that grand 
enemy of .the people of God^ fell by the. 
hand of ii womaa; as the powers of 
earth and hell are conquered by the faith 
and fortitude ef the Church. From all 
whichy and other like cases we gather^ 
that if God be for us^ufm can be against 
i/s? 

But then, we are to remember,' tha^ 
ihe same people, whom no force could 
conquer, no diabolical enchantments 
could prevail against, were destroyed by 
the wiles of ^ enemy> and the be- 
witching power of temptations from bad 
company, with th^ false doctrines and 
idototrous iiestivals of bfMitheDism; all 
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uhicli dangers await us every hour of 
our lives. He that endureth to the end 
.sl,a:l Lr saved: and theu our Capittn 
\-liaii settle us, as Joshua did the people. 
In vlie promised land : the Lord himself, 
tike him who shouted and sounded fur 
//he fell of Jericho, shall descend fiom 
heaven uith the shout of the angelic 
host, and tlie trumpet of victory shall 
ue sounded : every enemy shall be cast 
tnder our feet, and in-e shall pass viith 
riuniph from this world of fear and 
danger, to reign with the conqueror in 
his glorious kingdom. This is the greot . 
subject of Christian triumph and thanks- 
giving, all expressed in these ftUt words 
of the Apostle — thanks be to God tchich 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

The questions. 

Q. What are we to learn from the 
consideration of war ^ 

A. That we have ghostly enemieSi 
against whom we arc to be constantly in 
arms. 

Q. Who are these enemies ? 

-4. The devil and Vus «ii«;e\s, ^ho 
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oppose the great \v ork of God for the 
raivation of man. 

Q. What are we made at our bap- 
tism ? 

A. Soldiers of. Jeaiu Christy the Cap- 
tain of our salvation. 

Q. What is the Christian profession 
called? 

A. The fight of faith, which alone 
can give as the victory. 

Q. Is man able by his own strength 
to oppose his spiritual adversaries I 

A. He know3 nothing about them tiU 
God warns him of his danger. 

Q. How jape we to ^tand against these 
enemiesf 

A. As soldiers do in .war* 

Q, What are the arms of the spvitual 
warfare i 

A. The helmet of salvation^ the shield 
of faithy and the sword of the spirit. 

Q. What temper of mind are we to 
preserve ? 

A. We are to be sober, and vigilantt 
and fearful of surprise. 

Q. Which are th« three great enemies 
of man i 

A. The Devil, the World, and the 
Flesh. 
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Q. How are \ou to (lefeiid yourself 
against the Devil r 

A. To resist hiin^ stedfastin tbe faith. 

Q. How against the World i 

A* Never to take its word, or admit of 
hs authoiity* 

Q. How against the Flesh P 

A* By mortification^ abstinence, and 
self denial. 

Q, What is the great object to a 
Chrigtian soldier r 

A* IIm hope of a victory oi^er m 
snd deanh^ and of obtaiamg tbe kingdoqn 
of Heaven, tbe priae of our catling. 

Q. Where may we see aiid leain tbe 
nature of the Christian warfare i 

A. From the wani of tl&e Hebrews in 
die Scripture. 

Q. From what events in particular f 

A. From the overthrow of Pharaoh 
and his host in the sea. 

Q. From what others i 

A. From the fall of Jericho^ the de* 
feat of tbe Mkiianites, the death of bisera, 
&c. 

Q. What do you infer from these 
things? 
A/ That God still fighteth for us^ and 
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diat all his enemieB shall perish as ihese 
did. • 4^ 

Q. When the Jau ctf Moab cottM not 
prevail a^nst the finielites^ aeitber by 
forces nor enchantments, what wa$ 
done i 

A. They were dntfojed by die allore* 
menls of bad company. 

Q. What will happen when Jesus 
Christ shall triumph over all his ene* 
mies ? 

. J^.. He shalldescend from hewen with 
a shout, with the voice of the Areb* 
angel, and with the sound of the last 
trumpet* 

Q. How was this foreshewnf 

A. Jericho, for a pattern to us, fell 
before Joshua widi the same circum* 
stauces. 

The TEXTS. 

Rev. xiL 7. There was war in heU'- 
ven. 

2 Tim. ii. 3. Thou therefore endure 
hardness as a good soldier, of Jesus 
Christ. No man tliat warreih, en* 
tangleth himself zvUh the ajfairs of this 
Hfe. 



I 



shall ««''"".V«^- lAe arc. 
Tie tfi"«P °i ^'^- 
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$oine to dishonour. All things made of 
earth are fraii^ and easily brokth : and 
though they are' finely' figured^ and paint- 
ed and gilded^ they are but earth stilly 
and a fall destroys them. 

I come from the hands of my Moker, 
as clay from the hands of the Potter^ 
and am called a vessel because I have a 
capacity to hold either good or evil. In 
the language of the Scripture a person and 
a vessel are the same thing. Paul is called 
a chosen vessel: and he exhorts the hus- 
band to give honour to the witb as to the 
weaker vessel. 

The same power which formed me 
hath wisely given unto me my station 
and my use in this life. As the clay 
doth not reply against the ^\ill of the 
Potter^ so must not I find fault ^^ilh the 
state of life to which God hath called 
me, hut conform myself to it^ and be 
useful in my place. I shall still be happy 
and respectable, if I do my duty in an 
inferior station, and fulfil the will of 
God, which is the great end of man's 
being in this world, and bis greatest 
honour in every state of life. O how 
yaiu is it for ipan to resist God, and exalt 

himself ,, 



IS a JToiiers icdac* wcw»M«g 
a rod of iron, which can brea 
with a touch • 

In respect to his mortali 
superior to another. The 
poor, the honourable and d 
must all die. The stroke 
break them as a Potter's ves 
the distinction between theo 
for the vessel of honour is 
the rest, when it is broken. 

When I see the fragmer 
tered about in a Potter s f 
exact pattern of a bur^ir 
which the bones of men lie 
fore the pit, and their b( 
mixed with the clay out 
were made. But to give i 
thn rnnsideration of th 
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matters not where my body is buried^ 
because my bUrymg place^ wherever it 
may chance to be^ is paid for with the 
bh)gd of Christ ; and I shall rest in tliis 
Qssurance^lhat although I have lienamong 
the pots, a broken vessel, in appearance^ 
cast away and forgotten, yet is my im- 
mortality secure, and I shall rise as with 
the whigs of a dove, and be glorified as 
with colours of gold* From Ceing a 
vessel of earth, I idiaO be as that vessel 
of gold which held the hidden inanna \ 
and as that was placed in the holy of ho* 
lies, so shall I be translated to the. hea- 
venly sanctuary. 

If then, I who am now a weak and 
frail mortal, am capable of being tlins 
raised and glorified in the vessel of my 
body, how careful should I be to keep 
It iu sahcti/ication and hoihour, and not 
live in the lusts of concujAsct/tce as the 
Gentiles did, who knew not God, nor 
JesUd Qirist, nor the po Aer of his resur- 
f ectiou ! 



^^^ 
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The questions. 

Q, What is the work of a Potter? 

A. He maketh vessels out of clay, 
and fasliioneth them as he pleasetfa. 

Q. Why is God compared to a Potter ? 

A. Because he forms man out of the 
clay^ and appMnts every one to his sta- 
tion and use in life. 

Q. Why is man called a vessel? 

A. Because he is capable of holding 
that wluch is put into him, whether it be 
good or eviL 

Q. How ought we to submit to God^s 
appointment ? 

A. It is as vain to find fault with the 
state to which he has called us, as it 
would be for a vessel of earth to dispute 
against him that formeth it. 

Q. In what sense are all Cliristians, 
vessel*? of honour? 

A. Because the grace of God, or spi- 
rit of life, is given to Christiaus of every 
degree, 

Q. In what respect are all men equal ? 

A. They are all made of the same cla}', 
and death shall break them all in pieces. 

Q. What 
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Q. What may we liken to a Potter's 
yard, with fragntents scattered about it? 
A. A church-yard or burying-ground. 
Q. Was such a plaee ever set apart for 
burials? 

A. The Potter's field at Jerusalenir 
«^ purchased with die price of Christ's 
death, to bury* straogen in. 
Q. What miy that teach usi 
A. That if we live by futh, as stnm* 
gers in this workii we may rest bi hope 
' at our death. 
Q. Why so? 

A. Because the place tor bury stran^ert 
in was paid for \nLti the price of Chnsf* 
innocent blood. 

Q. And what is our hope in death i 
A. That, although we lie as broken 
earthen vessels, we shall b<e restored and 
glorified at the resurrection* 

. Q. How ought we then to regard and 
keep this vessel our body? 

A. We ought to keep it in sanctifi- 
cation and honour, not in the lust of 
concupiscence as Heathens did, who had 
not this hope. 



"IVA 



O hou^ t^T^' Hath nf i 
Rom. «• «}; ,„. 0/ the ■■ 

a Cor. »'-7-, " 

i„ enrtheri «esseii. ^^ ^^^ 
Matt, xs^'h ?• •;* ffcem 

^ o.i«g», "rr'^hat et 
lThe8S.iv.4. 



THE BOOK OF NATURE. 105 

VI. The chapter of 
REDEMPTION. 

nrO redeem is to buy a captive hack 
again with a price from aiavery; ai^ 
|)oor Christians often are, when they have 
been unt'oFtuuately taken at sea by4j|arba* 
rous Tui ks and Moors, 

My Catechinm bath taught me that 
God the Son hath redeemed me. What 
am I then wiihout being redeemed, but 
a slave and a captive ? My. person is for- 
feited to God for Sin, and under sen- ' 
tence of death : and my soul is under 
the power of iiratan, to follow sin witk 
zny heart and affections, and live in the 
service of it : neither is there any liberty 
for me, till the Son shall make me free^ 
and redeem me from the power of SataK 
unto God- . Such as the Hebrews were 
in the house of bondage before Moses 
came to deliver them, such am I in the 
Egypt of this wicked world, if I am 
without a Saviour. . They were deli- 
vered from death by the blood of the 
Passover: and I have redemption through 
the blood of Christ* I am . not. redeemed 
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thy service the true liberty of the som of 
God. 

The questions. 

Q. What do yott mean by the redeem^ 
ifig of mankind ? 

A. To redeem is to buy a person back 
again from a state of captivity, by paying 
a ransom for him. 

Q. What ransom did God take for the 
Hebrews, when the Egyptians were slain 
by the destroying angel i 

A» Th^ blood of a lamb. 

Q. And what ransom does be take^Ui 
save you from death? 

A. The blood of Christ. . 

Q. Man is then a slave by nature i 

A. He is a slave to sin, and through the 
fear of death is all his life-time subject to 
bondage. 

Q. Whose power are sinners under? 

A. They are imder the power of Satan , 
as the afflicted Hebrews were under the 
power of Pharaoh. 

Q. What was Egypt to the Hebrews i 

A. It was the house of bondage. 

Q. And what is your house of bon* 
dage? 



Q. Why 80 ? 
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The TEXTS. 

Rom. vii. 14. JBut I am camaly sold 
vnto sin. 

£5. Bringing me into captivity to the 
law of sin. 

^. O wretched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me from the bod^ of this 
death ? 

Eph. i. 7* We have redemption 
through his blood. 

I Cor. vi. 20. Ye are bought with 
» price. 

Rev. V. Q. Thou hast redeemed ns to 
God by thy blood. 

1 Pet. i. 18, 19. Ye were not redeemed 
with corruptible things, as with silver 
and gold-^but with the precious blood of 
Chrtstf as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot, 

Exod. i. 13. Jnd the Egyptians 
made the children of Israel to serve tmth 
rigour, and they made their lives bitter 
with hard bondage. 

Exod. xx« 2. ,1 am the Lord thy 
God, which have brought thee out of the 
land of Egypt, out ^* the house of bon^ 
dage. 



SB. If the $on make y 
shall be free indeed. 

£pli. iv. 8. He kd capti 
"^i. e. He cuslaved hiui who 
us. 



VII. The chapter 
WILDERNESS 

l^yHEN 1 read of the jo 
Hebrews from Eg\p 
by the' way of the Wijderf 
paUerii of my own hfe^ aiu 
trials I am to undergo as a 
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be.;ins^ an escape from the power of sin. 
As tbej were supported b^ manna and 
the waters of a rock ; so muift I live by 
bread from beaven, and my thirst must 
be satisfied by the waters of Ief«. Hie 
end of this my pilgrimage upon earth i^ 
the possession of the heavenly land which 
God hath promised to me ; but in the 
way to it^ 1 must undergo trials and 
temptations of every sort^ and die in this 
wilderness^ as Moses and his people did^ 
before I can attain it. As they proceed* 
ed by encampments, and wandered many 
years in the wilderness; so is my life a pil- 
grimage: and their example assures mej 
that I have here no abiding place, no fix- 
ed habitation. 

They became tir^d of eating manna, 
and wished to return back to Egypt, the 
place of their captivity ; and I am ii| 
danger of returning to this sinful worlds 
which I renounced and forsook at my 
baptism. In my way, 1 am to meet 
^'ith enemies, whom my fearful heart 
wHl magnify and represent as giants, 
never to be faced and conquered: but 
still if God be for me, as he was with 
the Israelites, when they fought against 

the 
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Heathen doccnm^o 

debauch *and dmw away mj 
truths and lead ine into unci 
life ; as the Israelites were le< 
the idolatry and licentiousne 
wicked Moabites. The dan 
company will always be nea 
through life ; as the mixed m 
unruly people^ who followed 
^n the wilderness, were alwa^ 
ting some mischief among th 
tion. 

My heart may be infected 
ritual pride of Corah and I 
and 1 may hll into the p 
Mns of schism and rebellion 
be above the suis of thf 
temptations take place up 
-•— • to conceive higb 



THE BOOK OF NATURE. 115 

wards and forwards ; tbence I am lo 
leaqm^ th«t 1 »l8o uiav faint and fall by 
the way^ for want of patience and per- 
severance. Alany b^ki well^ and go -on 
6o for a time ; but by and by tliey are 
cffimded and wearied^ and will walk in 
tbe ivays of God no longer : therttfore 
I ani not only to begin. my course in tins 
\vilden1e889 l^t to endure witOf the eud, 
aod so shall 1 be saved. 

Of these trials and dangers^ and of 
many others, do I see an instructive pat- 
tern in the history of the people whom 
God led through the wilderness. Othat 
I may be wise^ to consider and apply^ 
what the blessed AposUe St. Paul hath 
taught ine; that all these things hctp^ 
petted unto them for enhamples, and 
are Kritttn for our admonition on whom 
the.emls qf the ztoild (the accompJish* 
mcnt of all that went before) are come : 
wherefore let him thai ihinketh he standi 
€th (for this is the great lesson I am to 
learn) /tfA:e heed Ijat he falU 1 Cur. x. 
11,13. 
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The questions* 

Q. What do you see in the journey of 
the lanelites through the wilderness? 

A; I see a pattern of all the trials and 
dangers of the Christian life. 

Q. How does your journey begin i 

A. With baptism as theirs did. 

Q. How were they 8uiq>orted? 

A. By nunma : and 1 must also live 
by bread from heaven. 

Q. Of what did they drink ? 
. A. Of that spiritual rock^ Christ, from 
whom we also have the waters of Jife. 

Q. How did the people relish the bea* 
fenly manna? 

A. They, became weary of it, and 
wished to eat flesh again in £gypt. 

Q. And how are you under the hkt 
iemptation i 

A. My heart may be templed to return 
from the spiritual life of Christianity, to 
the carnal life of the world. 

Q. Did not the people fear th« eoe* 
niies that were in their way ? 

A. Yes: they were terrified at the 
sons of Anak, as I am apt to be terrified 
at the enemies of my salvation. 

Q. How 
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Q. How are you to be supported ? 

A, By an assurauce that he nho as* 
jiated tbem wUl um$t w» agaiiiat ^ v«ry 
^efleiay. 
. fl» By wbat 9»y jou be led aside ? 

A. By the false dociruies mad customs 
of ibis wicked world. 

Q. Who was Balaam'^ 

A. A mercenary prophet^ who suffered 
himself to be hired to curse the Church 
-qS Qod. 

Q. What became of bim i 

A. He was destroyed in battl^^ as all 
llie eMtmief of 6od's<]ibMr9h shall perish 
at last. 

Q. Who v«re ^ mixed iqultitude i 

A. A set of carnal strolling people^ 
tcho9$t evil exampiie w^s often followed 
by the congregation. 
. Q. W^owiisCor«)lf 

A. A rebellious Levite> who clakneil 
•im nulhority i^iiintit Moivea and Aaiion. 

Q. What are you to lescn fi:(*ai tlMiiinp 
patience of the people^ who were weari* 
cd by the length of die way i 

A. That I am never to be weary t>f 
well-doing, nor of following God in the 
way of his commandments* 

Q. On 
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VIII. The chapter op DEATH. 

'ILIT'HAT could our Saviour niean> 
when he said, let the dead bun/ 
ilu'ir dead'^ How can on.e dead niaii 
bury another ? This can never be, unless 
ihe word dead be taken in two different 
senses : Tor then, a man who is dead in 
one senscy may be buried by another, 
w'lio in a different sense is as dead as he : 
that is, dead in trcspassea and sins. To 
be carnally minded is deaths sailh the 
Apostle : and tlie poor prodigal soii in 
the parable, having lived in that state of 
mind till his conversion, the father says 
of him. This thy brother was dead, and 
is alive again, 

Man has a soul aud a body, each of 
which dies in its owd way; and so either 
of them may be alive while tlie otber is 
dead. Tliis case gives occ<ision to many 
strange sayings in the Scripture. There 
is a sense in which Adam died on the 
day when |ie sinned ; and there is ano« 
ther sense in which Adam lived nine 
hundred and thirty years. Adam deli- 
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vered down a natural life to all us that 
are born of him ; but the only inherit 
taiice he could le^ie to our spirits^ was 
that death to which he was fallen. It ii 
this death of the spirit which makes it 
necessary for every man to be bom again. 
We are baptized, that we may have a 
new life from the spirit of God ; and 
when it is begun^ it nuist be kept up by 
the means of grace ; as the living seed 
which is hid under the earth is brought 
forward by the powers of heaven, which 
can reach it there, and act u|>on it. The 
means of grace, by which the Christian 
life b nourished, are — prayer, the word 
of God, the Lord's Supper, the ordinance 
of the Church, the couipany and conver- 
sation of godly people, with an awful 
Attention to the providence of God over 
pur lives and actions > for correction and 
preservation : yea, and even the wicked, 
who have no grace in themselves, do 
often increase it in other men by their 
hatred and persecution. Among the 
meitus of grace we are likewise to reckon 
self/deuial and mortification; and abo 
the sickness and pains of tbe body, which 
Me frequently made such to tuose who 
suffer tbem; accoidmg to viW the 
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pious king Hezekiali said of his own 
case — In all these ihitigs it the life of 
my spirit, Isaiah xxxvij. 16. 

Ik a Cliristian hves^ he will breathe^ 
like a laan alive; be will aspire to God 
and heave a iii his affectiunfl^ and iie/er* 
xent in prajfer : he will talk like a man 
alive ; and his speech will be editving, 
and minister grace to the hearers; he 
will eat and drink ; and his food will be 
the food of the mind, the hidden manna, 
the bread which cometh down from 
heaven, and ^iveth liie unto the world ; 
he will eat the flesh of the Son of Man> 
and drink his blood : there will be in him 
all the signs of spiritual iife aiul growth; 
and be who thus livelh and believeth 
shall never die, . 

Un the contraryf there are multitudes 
of people who Keem to live, but are no 
better than dead ; and they might as well 
be in. their graves, ihey are, properly 
speakings nmuritd dead. They have 
in them nothing of the life of the Gos* 
pel^ nor any symptoms of it ; no sights 
no sense oi spiritual things^ no appeiiteji 
no affection. This we shall iind^ if we 
make trial of them. We may preach to 

M 2 tbeov 
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of deaths^ we are to consider ; that as he 
who statideth maj fall ; so he that now 
liveth may be dead ; tts:ice dtad, as St» 
Jude speaketh : dead once by nature^ and 
dead again unto grace. The pleasures 
of this world ^ill extinguish the life of a 
Christian — She that liveth in pfeasvre 
is dead while she liveth. When an af* 
faction to this world enters into the mind 
and takes possession of it, all heavenly 
affections, will die in it. The envy and 
pride of fhlse wisdom will put out the 
eyes of the mind, as in the Scribes and 
Pharisees of oldj who were incapable of 
the love of truth. In shorty whatever 
tends to quench the spirit and choak the 
zcordf does in effect destroy the life of 
God in the soul of man. 

Deliver me^ O l^^rd, from this -death ! 
and grant that« being dead to tin and to 
the world, aiid buried with Christ by 
baptism, I may serve thee as a new 
creature, in newness of life. If I for- 
get thee^ and become cold in my affec- 
tions^ and my spiritual life should ever be 
in danger of decay^ let me hear that voice 
which called the dead to life — Lazafvs 
eomeforth-^tfoung man^ I say ufdo ihee^ 
^rin — TaUinacumi. 

Mil ^VOi 
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xA our Savio«' " 
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Vives • Up as senseless 
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can that be^ since U is appointed to'oJi 
men once to die? 

A. They who live, unto God never 
die ; »jatid thej who are dead unto God 
never live. 

Q. ^In what sense is a Christian dead 
while \iH id alive? 

A. He is dead to sin and to the world; 
alive with Christ by faith* 

Q. How does.it appear that wicked 
men are dead? 

A. Because their eyes receive no be- 
nefit from the light of God'sJ word. 

Q. Have they any hearing ? 

A. Th^y are as deaf to the Gospel as 
if they were dead. 

Q. Have they apy appetite ? 

A. They neither hunger nor thirst 
after righteousn£ss. 

Q. Are they also dumb ? 

A. Yes 5 because they never say their 
prayers. 

Q. How do men fall into this death? 

A. 15y neglecting the means of grace, 

Q. Who are they that are dead while 
they live? 

A. They vi'ho are carnally-minded and 
live in pleasure. 

Q. I low then ought we to live ? 



'•decaying *»»«»"» ""' ' 

forth from oor «08. 

The texts. 
Wt. v«K 2«. Xe* *Ae *ad 1 



THE BOOK OP MATURr.. lii 



IX. The chapter of the 
MARRIAGE of tub KlNG's SON. 

npHE fate of the disobedient Jews, and 
of all unproii able Christians^ is set 
before ine in the parable of the Mar* 
riage of the King's Son. The state of 
tlie Gospel^ being intended for the life 
and liappiiicss of all that ard called to it, 
10 thence to be understood as a state of 
mirth and enjoyment : and it is accord- 
ingly represented as a plenteous feast on 
occasion of a great 9ud honourable mar-* 
riage, to which fieople of all sorts are 
invited. God^ the King of kings, or-* 
dained the union of his Son Jesus Christ, 
\vith the Church ; Qud, at the celebra* 
tioii of this raysticid marripge, ^ feast is 
prepared of oxen and fatlings; and all 
things are made ready for the guests* 
The Gospel. badi its feast, (for, saith the 
Apostle, let m keep thejiast) in which 
:ill the saciifices of the law nre fulfilled 
in the one sacrifice of Christ, which we 
ciifuniceiotalP in the C^iristian Cltiirck.; 
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the prophets before, and 
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first preached, being io 
the AiH»stle8 of Jesus O 
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of all ch^inicters^ and people of all 
mtioiis (according to another paraUa, 
which compares the kingdom of heaveo 
to a net cast into the sea^ which gath<* 
ereth of every kind both bad and good) 
Mfhich remaih together till the separation 
b made. For the day of inquisition 
Cometh^ when the King conies in to vi^t 
his Church, and eicaniine into the cha- 
racter of all his guests. There he finds 
those who are at a wedding without a 
wedding garment ; who ard in the Church 
of Christ, assembled with other peop!e^ 
and yet are no Christians. Anciently^ 
at baptism, a white garment was put 
upon those who were admitted into the 
€%urch, as a sign of their snnqtification^ 
and a lesson to puiity ; but as the swine^ 
when It is cleansed, returns to his wsil- 
lowing in the mire : so do many Chris* 
tians forfeit the purity of the Chiistian 
character. When tht^ question shall be 
put to such, how they came int^i the 
Church without repenting of liieir sins; 
what shaif they say for themselves i 
The case is so phiin, that the Christian 
profession will not consist with a sinful 
life, thiit they atand speeehleds^ con- 
Si foundtd, 



another — ^Tbey who waiK uiiwv.w 
their vocation^ will have their lot 
those who rejected the Gospel. Ji 
Jews were visited with fire and s> 
so the unprolituble Christian^ who I 
«d of his liberty^ will be bound hun 
foot, as an unworthy slave, and casi 
outer darkness, hiio the regions o 
Bient^ where the blessed light off * 
presence doth not reach, to give li 
coniiurt; but misery and dtspuir 
for ever and ever. 

I am therefore to consider timt 
not Israel that are of Israel , ail w 
Jews that were circumcised ; all ; 
Christians that have been brou 
baptism into the Church ; for m; 
called, but few are chosen. Uii 
' *- -<■ f honors, bad and ^ 



TKE BOOK or NATVBE. 12$ 

wpj privileges [ have at present, unless C 
use them right : and must give all dili* 
gence to make my calling at$d electii/H 
9ur€^ 

The questions. 

Q. Who is meant by the King in thtf 
parable? 

A. Godf the King of Heaven. 

Q. Who is the King\ Soni 

A. Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

Q. What does the marriage signify? 

A. The union of Christ with the 
Church. 

Q. What is the marriage feast ? . 

A. The feast of the Christian Pass- 
overi in which all the sacrifices of the 
law are fulfilled. 

Q. What was meant by the turning of 
water into wine at the marriage feast iir 
Cana in Galilee ? 

A. The new doctrine of the Gospel^ 
or the spirit ,of the law of Moses, kept 
till the latter time of C^ist's coming into 
the world. 

Q* Who were the servants, whom 
God sent out to invite men to tbii 
feast? 
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A. They were persecuted and pui 
leath. 

Q. Wha makes men despise the 'm^ 
which God sends to them by 1 
iiriisters r 

A. Too much attention to this worl 
which becomes so important to the 
who are engaged by it^ that they me 
Ijj^ht of another. 

Q. Who were the people to whom 
messengers of God were first sent i 

A. The Jews. 

Q. Which was their city ? 
' A. Jerusalem. 

Q. What armies were they, whon? 
King in liis wrath sent against them 

A. The armies of th6 Romam* " 

Q. Why are the Jews called 

« -1 
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Q. Wlv|t is me^nt by iL^ liigh-waySf 
to which the servants of God were sent? 
A* The wide world of the Gentiles. 
Q. Of what sort are the guests whp 
uttend the feast .^ 

A. People of all nations and of ail 
<iiaracters both bad and good. 

Q* Doth the cburph of God compref 
Jbend bad people i 

A. The kingdom of heaven is as a n^ 
cast into the sea : and the bad are Hot 
separated from the good^ till it is brought 
to shore at last. 

Q. When will the King come in tp^see 
'%is guests ? 

A. At the day of judgment, when all 
they will be found out who are unworthy 
of a place in the church. 

Q. What is the )a^edding garment ? 
A. A garment of white, to signify 
the purity necessary to the Christian 
character. 

Q What excuse will wicked men 
make for themselves at last? 

A. They will be condemned of their 
, consciences, and. have nothiug'^to say^-, 
Ci. What is ouUr darknes&i 
A. The place of torment^ to which 

N 2 the 
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4ask-inasters; and I am bound to the 
works of sill, which are base and miae- 
rable, till I am redeemed from the power 
of jSatan unto God. But from the ty." 
ranny of Pharaoh, God was pleased to 
deliver his people bj the hand of Mosei^ 
when they had offered the Passover. 

If the children of Israel had refused or 
neglected to sacrifice the Passover^ they 
\iouid have died as the .Egyptians did: 
and what else will become of me, unless 
I keep the feast of the true Passover 
J csus Christ ? who is to me and to all 
Christians what that Lamb was to the 
people of God in Egypt. 

Some of the ceremonies^ with which 
-thp Passover was offered, are to teach 
me what Jesus Christ was to be> and 
what he should do for me ; and others 
j^re to teach me, what I am to do for 
myself, and fur him. The Passover was 
a JLamb ; aud he is the Lamb of God 
which taketh away the sin of the world. 
Its blood was sprinkled on the post of 
tlieir doors ; and his blood was sprinkled 
on the wood of his cross : it was with* 
out blemish^ as be was without spot of 
sin. . A bone of it was not to be broken ; 

N 3 and 



le wrath whicn icu u|^«,.. 
Ind [ also have redemption th7*6ugh i 
^lood. 

As to myself^ my duty is plain frc 
[he nature of the case; that tinless 
celebrate the Passover, the wrath ofG 
vill abide upon me Without eati 
'and drinking my body has no life ; a 
my soul v^ili have none, unless I < 
spiritual meat, and drink spiritual drii 
Except ye eat tUJIesh of the Son 
putUf and drink his blood, ye have 
life in you, said the Passover himf 
(John VI. 53) In like manner as 
Hebrews kept this feast, so must 
They kept it with eating bitter he 
and 1 mu!<t keep it with wholesome i 
tification atid true repentance. ^. 
-«» 'unleavened bread; so must 1 
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journey out of Egypt; so must I re- 
piember that this Tife is a journey, and 
that I am hastening to go out, and be 
delivered from this laud of bondage. 

The questions. 

Q. What were the children of Israel 
eommanded to do^ that they might be 
saved from the destruction which fell 
upon the Egyptians f 

A. They were commanded to sacrifice 
the Passover, 

Q. What would have happened tp 
ihem if they had not done this^ 
. A. They would have died as the 
Egyptians did. 

Q. What did they do with the blood 
of it? 

A. They sprinkled it upon iha door* 
posts of their houses, 

Q. Who is your Passover f 

A. Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

Q. Where was his blood^ sprinkled i 

A. Upon the wood of his Cross. 

Q. And what is the effect of k f 

A. The wrath of God, which abideth 
upon this wicked worlds is turned away 
from CbristiaQ9« 



Bill 



Q. Why were they ord 
break a bone of it? 

A. Because the bones of 
not be broken on the Croi 
of the two malefactors. 

Q. After they had offer 

of the Passover, what did t 

A. Ihey did eat the ties 

Q. And what are we to 

A. ChriHt our Passover b 

for us, Nvp are lo keep the 

Q. How are we to keej 

A. We are to keep it i 

Hebrews k«p.t it in figure. 

Q. With wliat cereinc 

keep it? 

A. With eating unleavc 

bitter herbs.,- .and 'having 
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0. What else? 

A. I am to remember^ that life is 9 
Jouraeyy and that I am a pilgrim and 
a stranger^ hastening to be delivered from 
this bouse of boodle* 

« 

The texts. 

1 Cor. V. 7. Christ our Passover is 
siacrificed for us, therefore let us keep 
the feaat. Not with bl4 leaven, fior 
zvitk the leaven of malice and wickedness 
but with the mleavened br^a^ of sincerity 
and truths 

Exodt xii. 3 — 30. 

John six. 36. These things wet^ 
doney that the Scrioture should beful'^ 
Jilled, A bone oj him ih^U not b§ 
broken* 



XV^>e.x 
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XL The CHAPTER of ths 
VINEYARD. 

^HE prophet Isaiah describes the &• 
vour of God to bis churchy and bis 
Judgment upon its disobedience^ uader 
Ibe parable of a Viuejard, well planted 
and cultivated, but bringing forth sour 
grapes, and therefore given up to be de« 
.Toured and trodden down by evil beasts. 
The fruitful hill^ on which this vine- 
yard was planted, i< the Hill of Zion, to 
'vbich all. the blessings of eternal life 
were promised. As a vineyard is fenced 
so was tbe church of God separated from 
the Gentiles; who were cast out of Ca- 
naan to make way for the people of God, 
as the stones are cast out of the ground 
where a vine is to be planted. , The 
choice vine signifies the children of 
^Abraham, of the most godly stock, 
brought out of Egypt and settled in Ca- 
naan. The tower of the Vineyard is the 
church ; the wine-press is made to re- 
ceive the fruits of good works: but as 
mid and sonv grapes are not accepted by 
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die husbandman to make wine of; so 
evil works are hateful to God, and oo 
casion the destruction of hia Church. 
When Jerusalem had sinned^ the fence 
of the Vineyard was taken away, and 
-the heathens were let in upon it. The 
first temple was destroyed^ and the Jews 
were carried captive to Babylon : as the 
second temple was afterwards destroyed 
by the Romans : and Jerusalem is trodden 
down of the Gentiles to this day. Briars 
and thorns now grow in the Vineyard of 
God ; k wild and unprofitable generatioQ 
of unbelievers have possession of. the 
country. As the showers of heaven 
fall to no purpose on a barren land^ 
no God withholds his grace from a 
wicked people. 

Every Christian Church must expect 
to be visiled ^s Jerusalem was, whe j it is 
no longer worthy of the grace of God ; 
and I must expect that he Hill deal with 
nie, and with every one of his cliildren 
singly^ as with the Church at laiw ; for 
his ways are just and equal to ^if. If I 
am fruitful as a good vine, I shall con* 
tinue to be a branch in Je^os Christ; and 
being planted on earth, I sbaH flouri*4i in 

the 



up, and cascviunii wa u uraiivii 
nothing but the tire. Every man 
tion is from God ; but every ms 
atruction is from himself. Whs 
be done more for a vineyard tbs 
been done for me ? Therefore if 1 
be judged of God^ his judgment 
just ; and ali men, even 1 mysel 
confess it so to be at hist. 



Thb questions. 

Q. What is the Vineyard in tl 
1>le of Isaiah i 

A. The Church of Jerusalem. 

Q. What is the fruitful hill ? 

A. Mount Zion on whidi the 
Uras bnilt. 
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Q. Who were the stones that were 
cast out of it? 

A. The heathen CantaDites. 
Q. Why are they caliek) 8toiie3 ? 
A. Because people out of God's 
Chureh are hard, aqd iucapable of bring- 
ing forth any fruit. " 

Q. What was the choice, vine i 
A. The stock of Abraham. 
Q. What is the tower. 
A. The temple. 

Q. What is the use of a wine^prets? 
A. To i^eive the fruits of the Vine* 
jrard. 

Q. What are thfese fruits i 
A. Good works. 
Q. What are wild grapes? 
A. Evil works; the fruits of man*8 
nature without grace. 

Q. What is meant by taking away the 
hedge ? 

A. Letting in heathen enemies to de* 
four it. 

(}. What doth Christ say of Jeru« 
saleni ? 

A. That it should be trodden down 
of the Gentiles. 

Q. How doth God prune a vine in » 
spiritual sense ? 



T „; « unbelieving Gentil 
^\ iTthereshal ben< 

«"q' What is ever, Chri*. 

j«d1;d^e Church of aer 

The TEX^ 

Isaiahv.l-7. P-J 
MailheNV XXI. 33--4i 
John XV. 5. r«'«.*f 

in Aim, <*« ««"** ^ 
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XII. Thu chapter of tub 
1>R0DIGAL SON. 



Xl Y two brethren of ^ipposite charao* 
ters two parties of people are Bigoir 
£ed; the one good^ the otl^r eviL In 
Caift^ that wicked wretch who slew his 
brother* we have a pattern of the whole 
world of uubehevers ; in jibef, ijS the 
ivhole array of persecuted saints and 
•nartyrs, Iroin the creation to the day of 
jndgtiient. When Rebekah was about 
to bring forth twins^ the Lord said linto 
ber^ Tw(j witioas are in thjf toomb, and 
two manner of peupie ^all be separated 
from thi/ iowefa. The same is - intend- 
ed m the parable of the Prodigal Soa. 
Here are tjico manner of people, the 
Jews and the Gentiles^ represented to 
us under the persons of two bretbreo, 
the elder, and the younger; and their 
characters are suitable in every respect. 
The Jew is at home, and lives in the 
bouse of his father, that is, in the Church 
of God : the Gentile, who was also in it 
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from the be^Biiu^ >teputs frma £f 
tnw 'nonhip. :Bd goea mt'ar i^ art 
-ioolmv. Tlw [ivabke ibews ua, In^ 
wbst Iteeame olr hini ^ aid wraodly, how 
dieJ«w xtnmi upon tns broiliBr'a le- 
pranucfi Kui (:»iivt:f^n. Wbm lb 
G^aie ie.-t die Cliurch ai Gtnl, he ^i^ 
iwd ai cbe MbMxm cif whit ha iai 

waflui, >irf » Busiiie anxecfied ; ack 
a* dw «tH( mffen. wfaeii it his mat 
*e ser^ or' Gui ta H«e ■pm ThM 
iw.m« Bbi rioe aod debanobay, s^ 
M WM pndaMl hv ibe Hi-iAbmi, rMB 
ji fhear i cl igiow, tfie pradial bccDsa 
Se «oapKn fiv swior, and b ApamA 
e fid» cTMtnref <ki. &■ 

> die hooK of ha 
fclktr; wfacTon Am iawat aad At 
Bonut were better provided far Am 
fcc The fadier maemben no mom 
vktt he bad been, bnt recches fatat wiA 
liartirorii and afieciioa: puts ob bin 
im otit robe — "im him the cloathns 
■C nghteoHincia — puts a rins on fail 
tetd. I" Ki^nifv that he it a^aiii ailopled 
jf:a»on — and hi* feet, nhicb Hare baia. 
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lire shod with the preparation of the 
Gospel of peace. The fatted caljfy the 
sacrifice, so long reserved^ and in '^hich 
all other sacrifices were futfinedy is 
•killixi for him ; and he partakes of the 
feast with mirth, and mitsic^ and dancings 
that is, with all the pleasures of devo- 
tion, which are no where to be found 
but in the house of our Father. He is 
now raisied from the death of sin unto the 
life of righteousness : he was dead, and 
is alive again — he was lost^ as a poor 
straying, starved sheep, but is now foutid, 
and received into the fold. 

The proud selfish Jew, seeing the con- 
version and reception of the Gentiles, is 
filled with envy in^iead of charity. Thj/ 
bf other is come, said the servants: but 
that which gives pleasure to the angels 
of Meavtn, the conversion of a sinner^ 
gives no pleasure to an envious mind. 
When God, of his infinite mercy, grant' 
ed to the (ientiles repentance unto life, 
the Jews were -so angty^ that they de- 
termined never to come under the same 
roof with them ;^ and they hold their 
wicked resolution to this day. They 
Juslilied themselves, and pleaded that 

o 3 they 



hardly^ au%« ^. 
in hct they ha<i all aj 
privileges of the Cbur 
the firet claim to all iu 
firould accept of them, 
time when they refused 
house of their father, 
wandering about the^V 
There they are to this 
we suppose they will 
Gentile shall once mc 
and hi9 time also shall 



The que? 



Q. What does t( 
by two brethren i 
A. Two manner 
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A* A£ur off iuto the ccMintry oCidoIa- 

• Q. And hpw did be live there? 

Ji. In spiritual (brnication with idok^ 
and in all manner of wickedness. 

Q. What is meant by the famine which 
came upon him i 
. A* The emptiness of the mind^ which 
bas lost the word of God: for man liveih 
itot by bread alone, but by the word of 
thf^ Lord. 

Q. What is it to feed swine ? 

A. To satisfy our own sinful lusts : 
and he who doth that, is all the while 
empty himself, and perishing with hun» 
ger> because the mind is uni»atisiied. 

Q. Why is it said, that he came to Mm* 

A. Because he who lives in the plea- 
sores of sin is like a man out of bis mind, 
and so continues, till bis sufferings brings 
him to his senses. 

Q. How does his father receive him ^ 

A. A$ God receives all penitent sin- 
ners, who see their own misery, and con« 
fess their sin. 

Q. What is the best robe? 

A* The clothing of righteousness. 

Q. Why 



-«^. the feast of tbe 

« "rof Gentile C 
admission oi v;- 

- fi;a at i, as the eld 

^S'* How do they ^r? 
^- ". :..o.;fv the 
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4tt]ife, and refusing to be made members 
of the Church of Christ. 

Q. And where are tlie^r now^ 
• A. They are still without the church 
of Giod^ and" wsmdering about the field of 
this world. 

Q. What is the change made in a 
penitent 'sinner^ when God hatb received 

A. He is passed from death unto Jifk, 
snd restored as a straying lost sheep to the 
foW. 

Q. What then is a man in the state ai 
m and impenitence i 

A» He is lost and dtaid* 



ThbTEXT& 
See LuLexT. 11^ &c* 



^\\\.-\^^ 



LfUKJiJ k7A»4.f«.*... 



l^TAN is .never found more wortli 
•*"^ than when he boasts of his 
dignity; nor more focihsh, than %< 
lie 18 proud of his own wwdom, VI 
be saiih I am r>chy and have need of 
thing, God tells hiin^ that he ' is 
and miserable, and blind and m 
How diffeient are the sentimeiil 
God and Man, when mwn liimsdf i 
subjecT! So low and wretched is the 
dition of man by his natuul birth ii 
that sometimes he is said to be sick 
ain, sometimes to be dead in it, some 
to be possessed by it, like a man \ 
raving with an evil spirit. 

'•Olds can be too strong to 



^ /^ »i 
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looked down upr>n otir lost condition, 
and brought us to a state of health and 
safety under the terms of tihe Gospel. 
Nothing can be plainer than the dutj- 
'^risnig from these considerations^ If 
God bath so saved us^ we ougiit also to 
save one. another if we oan. He who 
is thus wonderfully delivered, must have 
neither senses nor godliness, unless he is 
.disp sed to acts of kindness towards his 
' suffering neighbour in all his wants and 
afHictiuns. When Jesus Christ had re* 
prt:senced this CH}<e to one who consulted 
him; Go, said he, mid do thou likt^ 
tdse. 

Such is the doctrine, and such the 
duty set before us in the ]nirab)e of the 
Sani<ititan, 'i here we Itarn that a man 
was nice in Jeiimtiem, the holy citj, 
and went down from thence lo Jericho, 
a city under a cnise from God fo& the ^ 
sin of its inhabitants: tliat^ in the w»y 
from the one to ilie other, he fell into 
the hands of the destroyer ; who, like a 
>'^c/bber on the road> stripped him of his 
raiment of innocence and i ighteonsness, 
and Kvunded him, so as to It^ave him 
ha (f dead ; dead in the spirit, his better 

nart. 



minw"-": . they «"' 

leave torn «^ J of g 

»>^*^ ^ „«ot take a«ay 
offer, c*""°*.r.v,e Le' 

then, y^r^. ^Vio coir 
tan so "5^ the Sa 
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into lU There the Host, who is the 
minister of God^ is under a charge to 
ttJce cart'of him^ and is su|>plied witn 
•very thing necessary to restore him, 
and complete the cure. When our 

. Samaritan shall come again this way, 
as he bath promised to do, then, at his 

^ aecond coming, he will reckon with the 
host, and repay him, and every 'man, ac- 
cording to his works. 

O Lord, if I am this man, so fallen, 
«nd so raised up, grant that I may kuow 
myself and thee ; my own misery, and 
thy goodness* Let not any false doc« 
trines of human pride keep me ignorant 
€f myself nor any pleasures of the 
world tempt me to neglect so great a 

. salvation^ thatj having received the 
blessings of thy visitation, and followed 
thy example in doing good according to 
my ability, I Hiay be rewarded by thy 
mercy out of thy heavenly treasure; 
for I believe that thou shalt come again 
according to thy promise, to repay me 
and every man for what we shall have 
done, in all thos^ things, and toward all 
those persons, which thou hast commit* 
led to our charge^ Amen* 

9 TH9 



®'Je|oodS«inari»an? 

««d our QMn duty. 
Q- Ho«. is his fall signifle, 

Q. What is Jerasalem ? 
«• What 18 Jericho ? 

wo5do^fsi;^-"'^'-«<="-^ 

^A^To depart from Paradi. 
-. ^- ^''^«t happens to mon ;. 
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Q. What happened to Adtm v^hea hm 
fell iu to sin r 

A. He found himself naked. 

Q. Whut did ihey do besude i 

A. They wounded him. 
. Q. WithMhai?. 

A. Wiih sin^ which is the sting of 
death. 

# 

Q. Whv are they said to havfs left bio) 
hal/dend^ 

A.>B«3i^us4^ ..man, when he iiell into 
iin, did iiot |b<^n ii(e in body^ but in spirit^ 
in the betier haff of hioi. 

Q Who ai e the Priest and Levite that 
see hitn and pasj$ byf 

A. The niinisiers of the law. who 
%vere to:patf8 tayMy, because their sacri- 
6c*^ii QOfild.not lakje aw^y ^iu. 

Q. Who comes aftei' ftbeio, to do what 
the law could nv4 i 

A. Jesu{^ Chrjst, the Savibur of fallen 
man. 

Q Why does .he call himself a ^'a- 
maritan "^ 

A. Because he was hated by the Jews^ 
as the SaiiiaritHiis were; and they reviled 
bim under the name of a Samaritan; 

p2 (proba- 



•oes to save ••"■•• • t,^ 1 

Q. What does he apply, when be « 

UP his wounds i • :* „f 

^A. Oil and wine; the spirit of 
and the blood of redemption. 
Q. What is oil remarkable torf 
A. It cures the bite of a serpent 

Q. What is the Inn, to ^wc 
wounded man is carried ? 
A. The Church. 

Q. Who is the Host of it r 

A. The Minister. 

Q. What charge is given to him 

A. To take care of those w 
-committed to him. 

Q. And what is he to expect ? 

A That he who calls himself 
maritan, wiU come again to wpoj 

Q. What duty are you to leai 
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The texts. 

Luke X. ver, 25 — 38. 



XIV. The CHAPTER of the 
PATHIARCH JOSEPH. " 

*VrEXT to the history of our blessed 
Saviour himself the siory of Joseph 
in the book of Genesis is u)0St woirder- 
fui and affecting. When i^ve read, how 
wise and innocent he was, how his father 
loved hiu), how his brethren persecuted 
him, we cannot hf.lp pitying and loving 
faim. bven the distress of his wicked 
brethren is attended with such remorso 
end perplexity, that we pity them alaOi 
But ^ifaeu Judah pleads for Uenjanun, 
and Johepli discovers himself^ the scene 
is so affecting, that we cannot refraiti 
from tears, in tlie three greatest lines 
of bis character and history, he was a 

p3 \SNa»X 



When St Stephen pleaded bef 
Jews, he pointed this story of 
against them in such words^ th: 
saw their own wickedness in 
Josepti's brethren, and fell into 
gnashing upon him with their tc 
brif^ing their wickedness home t 
in such plain terms. For such 
seph had been, such was Jesus 
whom they had lately crucifiec 
had done unto him as their for 
had done to their patriarch Joseph 
character, in every part of it, b< 
strongest testimony to the his 
Jesus Christ : so strong, that tl 
who heard it, were not able to 
For, saith St. Stephen, the Pa 
(his own brethren) moited wi 
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The Patriarch Judah was the uUer of . 
Joseph ; and his namesake Judas, 8<dd , 
Jesus Qirist. We see Joseph in a pii* 
son between two malefactors, and pro- 
mising life to one of them* as Christ . 
did to one of those who suffered with 
him* We see him again cast into a. 
pit; there to be dead and forgotten ; 
but brought alive out of it. His coat 
was dipped in blood; as Christ wore 
a purple robe, and appeared (as the pro* 
phet had foretold) in dyed garments, 
stained with the blood of his sufier* 
ings; 

In Joseph's exaltation, his brethrenj 
who had persecuted hiiki, fell down be- 
fore him to the ground ; and so to Jesus 
Christ, once mocked and persecuted by 
his brethren, every knee shall bow. Jo* 
seph was made a Saviour to his father 
and all his house, and fed them with 
bread according to their families, in s 
time of famine; as Jesus Chriit is the 
true bread to Jew and Gentile, to whom 
all the tribes of the earth must come to be 
nourished unto life eternal. 

The character of Joseph preaches tp 
me the s^me lessm Qf patience ai>d per^- 

sevt^iauca 
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ern/ted, I must be abased: thut, if 
irt\self pure, 1 shall be delivered 
tkose who aic«i'*e nie falsely : and 
God is M'itli 11)0 111 iny afflictions, 
iiot only sa\e myself, but bo made 
strutnent of salvation to others,* 
strangers^ as those of my own fan] 
hbushold. 



The questions. 



<l. What think you of the 
of J osepli ? 

A, 'I here is no finer story. 
Q. Which are tlie most affect! 



THE BOOK OF KATURS/ l5l- 

Q« What do the brethren of Joseph 
impute their distress to ? 

A. To their iniquity iu selling their 
brother. 

Q. Who is it that convicts the Jewt 
of their wickedness against Jesus Christy 
from the history of Joseph's sufferings 
and exaltation i 

A. St. Stephen j in the seventh chapter 
of the Acts. 

Q In wfadt particulars was Joseph a 
figure of Jesus Christ f 

A. In being pure and innocent, and 
beloved of his Father. . 

Q. In what other i 
' A. In being persecuted afid sold by hit 
brethren, and suffering under false ac« 
cusation with two malefactors* 

Q. In what others ? 

A« In many others. He was exalted 
ismong heathens, and became a Saviour 
to them and to his own family. 

Q. Do' you find any thing of Christ's 
death and resurrection here? 

A. I see Joseph's coat dipped in 
bloody as of one that had died a cruol 
death ; J see him cast into a pit^ and 

there 
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A« I it'am to forgive, and to do good 
to those who injure me, as Joseph r%* 
ceived his b.ethren, and never upbiaickvd 
them with their wickedness. 



The texts. 

John i. 1 ] . He tame to his owu, and 
kisorsn received 'him not. 
^ Acts Vii. 9. The Patriarchs, mated 
with einy, sot t Joseph iitto Egypt : but 
God nas with him, and dei^ve/ed him 
out of all hia afflictions. 

5 J . ji^youi fathers did, so do ye. 

b2. Winch of the prophets, have not 
yonr fathers peri^ecnled'^ And they hav€ 
9luin them uhizh shewed before of the 
coming of' the Jmt One. 



t 



XV. The CHAPTER of MOSES. 

T^ID not Moses himself forewarn the 
'^ people, that the Lord would raise 
«jp a prophet like unto himf There- 

9 
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fore, vb«n I Me what MoBCs wu, 
naj ibence Lnow what Cbrisl wsa 
be. So (be Apostle St. Psul telb c 
that Moses, as the aerrant of God, w 
» fetthliil minister in liia house, for 
Icstwiony of those thioga which vera 
be spolen Bfl<mards(Heb. iif. 5.) I 
that if we look to the ministry of Mosi 
we shall find it bearing auness to t 
ministry of Chrixt ; and thence we sh: 
draw tlie conclusion, that as Mooes w 
aent to deliver the Hebrews, so Jfei 
Christ came to redeem all ownkiDd. T 
history t>f Mofes was set before tl 
Jens b; St. Stephen in such words, tti 
they could not avoid making the cot 
purison. and drawing the consequen 
fur themselves. Uishiittofy compreheo 
the particulars, Isl, of liia birth; S 
his charncter, as God's niiiiiiiler; S 
his great -xorh, in delivering the peuph 
and 4th, the reception he met with fro 
his brethren. 

When Moses was barn, there was i 
order fiom a <tuel King to kill all tl 
mule tliildten; but Moses was inir 
rulonsly prtserved. AttliebirthofChrii 
Uerud slew tli« infants ia ijcthkbcir 
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but be was saved iu Egypt^ where 
Moeea had been saved before. As the 
minister of . God he was mighty in 
words and deeds^ which is the very cha* 
Cacter given of Jesus of JNazareth by 
tbe two disciples who were, walking to 
Emmaus. , Moses received his authority 
when God appeared to. him^ and spoke 
U> him, from a ^ame ofjire iii a bush ; 
Biud Christ received his honour^, when 
diQ voice came to him from the excel* 
lent Glory, (2 Pet. i. 17.) Moses as- 
:ended up into the Holy Mount of God^ 
uid received the divine law, which he 
^ave to the peQple ; as Christ ascended^ 
ind gave tbe word of his Gospel to be 
preached by Tpiia Apostles, and received 
>y all tbe people of the world. Moser 
(hewed his power in slaying an Egyp* 
;ian, as a sign to the people, that God 
•vould deliver them from their enemies 
»y his hand ; as Christ shewed his power 
>vcr Satan, the enemy of mankind, to 
;onvince the people that he was sent to 
>e the Saviour of the \¥orld. And ac« 
k)rdingly as Moses c^elivered the people^ 
ind brought tbem out of Egypt, so 
latjh Jesus Christ delivered us from tb^ 

^ power 



^ 



lich St. Stepneii ex*. — 
Is great Moses^ this mighty worker 
trades^ this deliverer of his pcoj 
^rn the greatest misery and serviti 
iat ever ^vere upon earthy bow was 
*ceived ; how was he treated? He ^ 
thrust array and refused by bis b 
[hren ; so was Christ rejected by 
lews, llierefore as Moses, though 
used and thrust away, was setti fr 
God to be a ruler and deliverer; 
was Jesus Christ, though hated and 
at nought by his brethren, and resis 
in his mighty works, and condem 
and crucified ; yet was this same J' 
Qirist sent to be the true Messiah, 
he had not been persecuted and ref 
he would not have been a prophet 
— .*o A/ose.v; if he had not been soi 
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this worlds as Moses did^ the reproach 
ofChrnt; and count it of more value 
than the favour of a courts or the wealth 
of the whole worlds If 1 do good^ £. 
must be content to be spoken of as an 
e^il doer ; if 1 would be glorified with 
him hereafter, I must iuffer with him 
here* 

Secondly^ I must not regard the fau- 
auNir of the worlds nor follow a multi- 
tude lo do evil : when Moses was absent 
with G.od in the mount, the people be- 
low forgot him, and made a calf, and 
offered sacrifice to the idol, and rejoiced 
^t the;: work of their own hands: so is 
Jesus Christ forgotten by his peojple 
since his departure into heaven ; and they 
ml^AoyiW to eat and drink, and rise up to 
. ^«y ; not coQsiderii^ that as Moses ca^Doe 
doym uolooked for, and executed ju^- 
ukBiWX. on the offenders, so .will Qhrist re- 
turn at an hour when they are not aware, 
to judge those who have forgotten hia, 
and take vengeance on their impie^ and 
disobedience. 



fj <l ^%:^ 
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The QUE&TIOXS. 

Q. Who wii it that titled for the 
trath of Christianity against the Jew, 
from the bistorj of their liirgtrer 
Moses? 

A. St. Stephen, io the 7th cfafipter «f 
the Act*. 
Q. What did Moses hitBKlfsa;? " 
A. That the Lord should raise i^ • 
prophet like niito hiA. 

Q. Id what reipect was Mo^es lifce 
Wito Christ P 

A' First ip his birth ; at the time of 
which there was a massacre of inlantB ; 
■nd he was saved in Egypt, where Ohrirt 
Was saved from the power of Herod; 
Q. What was the character of Moses f 
A. He was ■ prophet fnigAfym«^rdi 
«nd dddt; which is the character of our 
Saviour. 

Q. What great work was Moses sent 
upon? 

A. Todelivertliepeopleout off^jpt; 
as Chmt came to save us out of this sin- 
fui world. 

Q.. \\(w» 



Q. How wila Mimt • reoeiveil by tfaie 

people? . r- s. * :.■ . . - .» •. ' :■.♦.' 

A. When he came to deliver them^ 
they quarreled wiik hiin^ and disputed 
lus authority.' / ':i 

Q. Was that any argument against 
Moses? ■•»^ -•■-:.:! .k} ..'.■ . .\i,> ^ *iL 

A. None at all ; for although they 
refused him, yet did God truly send him> 
to be their saviour from the miseries of 
£gypt. • — ' 

Q. What argument doth St. Stephen 
draw from hence ? 

A* 1'hat if ^^ist was the tfue Saviour 
of the \Yori^9 ^d tike unto Motes, it Was 
necessary lie should be rejected^ and 
thrust away by his own people. 

Q. How were the Jews who. Iful 
crucified Christy affected by this afgil* 
nent? 

A. It was so strong, they could not 
be^r the force of it ; but gnashed at Su 
Stephen w*idi their teethf to signify-bow 
ready, they were to Jevour him. ■ 

Q« Does Stephen carry his argument 
beyond Josej^ and Moses ? 

A. Yes; he tells them their fathers 
had persecuted 4iU those prophets, those 

ft 3 just 



no A «»•. 
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Acts, ckap. vii. ver. 19—40, 



SVJ. The chapter of t 
BODY OF MAN. 



AS the body of man is made i 
dififerent inemben and limbs^ i 
tended for their several uscs^ and 
of them in higher, some in .lowe 
tions; so in like manner are di] 
men formed together into one bo 
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«'king are like a body without a head. 
Aa the eyes guide the feet, so do the 
wise and learued direct the simple. The 
business of the handsi is to work ; and in 
'a cominuiwty many are . born to Inhoav, 
and without them a city cannot be: inha- 
bited. As the feet go about for the 
JeriHoe of the body, so must the lower 
sorts be messengers ^nd attendants to 
,dieir superiors/ As the stomach receives 
that food and nouvi8ilIIlent^ which gives 
strength to the hmbs ; so must evei^ go«> 
^emmeut receive tributey that it may be 
jible to maihtaiu its power^ for the exet- 
jctttion of the iaws^ and the defen<ie of the 
people* • . 

la an army, which is another sort of 
body, there is ose who is in the place>af 
the king,- and acts, as a head to all the 
rest. Ue.ujMis bis spies, as the head 
uses the sights that he may ^e .what is 
necessary to: be done. Some are ofBcaib 
.and counsellors-; others are ottcers- and 
not counsellors; , and the common sol- 
diers are to come and goy and do ^as 
they are commaoded. A bpdy of so^ 
diers is called u regiment, from iheir be- 
bg dispofedio exact order^and-undirr 

strict 



C3II tauicaov «»» 



r^ 



upsic^e down^ it becomes weak and 
less. 

God is the God of order ; and he 
appointed it to prevail every when 
our good. £ven in the world at 1: 
the lights of heaven bear rule^ 8D< 
earth arid the sea know their [ 
But most of all is order to be obs< 
in the Christian society ; and every 
else 19 but as a lesson to teach us 
M'liich is the best of all. As the 
ssitli the Apostle^ %$ one, and hath 
members J and all the memben oj 
one body, hein^ ^(My, are one 
so also is Chrtst; that is, the h 
Christy which is the Church. 
here the head is Christ himseM 
ainder hin, all the members^ fidy ] 
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tering tO'thiBii^essittes of otheiv^ some 
•8 ears to receive whftt odiers teach^ 
some to govern and order things ; oth)ers 
to be under direction in a lower station^ 
as tbe feet in ia Datum) body. But all 
these are to consider^, that^ whatever 
.their place may be, they have' but one 
common interest, and are alt animated 
by the same life. lu tbe natural body 
, ^tfaere is no schism,- no division, no dis- 
puting of one part against • another ,' all 
vtfae membersauffer. together, and all re« 
joice together ; ami so it ought .to bQ 
• in the bodjf spiiHtual : for ito. divide, the 
body is to divide Christ, if that could 
be done, -it is a good thiaig to havd 
ran higher ploce^ and to be of nu>re emi- 
nent use in this, body ; and it is ^«n bo- 
hour much l» be coveted: bul the most 
excellent way of all, and. that ki .which 
every member hath its share^ is to pre- 
serve the unity of tlie body, by a prin- 
ciple of love ..atad. charity, which is the 
first of all virtues, and shall outlast 
•It other gifts 9 for it shall survive after 
death, and constitute the chief happiness 
of heaven. The Apostle St. Paul is no 
>vhere so urgent as when he presses 

upoa 



Q. What doth a body meto, wh 
18 applied to a society I 

A. It meaM a company of p 
disposed ill an orderly foini> aa 
members are in the body of man. 
Q. What doth this compwrison i 

teach us ? i. l 

A. The use and duty of iubo^ 

Q. What is subordmaUon r 
A. The placing of some pcra 
offices and stations under others. 
Q, Who is the head of such a t 
A. The king, ruler, or leader. 
Q, Who are the eyes ? 
A. The wiser sort, whose du 
to see and learn for the benefet 
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V A. The lower sort of people, who at- 
tend upon the higher* 

Q. Are tome better than otheri on 
this account ? 

A. AUere necessary to oiie another, 
and are therefore all to be honoured ia 
their stations. 

Q. Who is the author of order i 

A. God. 

Q. How do you see this i 

A. 1 see the senses and powers which 
are intended to direct us, placed in the 
head, the uppermost part in the body, 

Q. Where do you see it again ? 

A. Ill the order of the world, where 
llie sun and moon, that rule over the day 
and nighty are placed above, and the earth 
and seas below. 

Q. How doth St. Paul apply this si^ 
Diilitude of a body i 

A. To the Church of Christ, and tha 
order of the persons who belong to it. 

Q. Who is the head of the Church i 

A. Jesus Christ; who is also the head 
of all the kingdoms of the world. King of 
kingSy and Lord of lords. 

Q. What is the life of that body which 
we 9all tbo Church i 

A. The 



Cliurcl). 
I\\ hit ia (he great duty we are to 

a this coiiAideralionf 

I'l'ljat uf Chiisiian unitj; foriB the 

:rii of the same bodj all feel fat 

lotlter, and all suffer or rejoice 

:r, ;40 ithould alt ChriatiaDi. 

! What sin dnth this teach us to 

ind and avoid i 
. 'I'hatof Church division, which we 

. Why is thitj such a great sin? 

, Dec-3U9c it is conlrai y to the greatest 

I virtues, u liirli is Charity ; also, it 

Winnaluriil that any body should be at 

Jruily uilh itself: and it is destructive, 

Icauss siic'i a budy, either in whole 

, mu»t perish. No limb can 

■'■ !• invered from the life of 
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t: which shall endure in heaven^ 
n all other ibings shall fade aftd 
ih away. 



The texts. 

aiah i. 5, 8cc. The whole head is 
, and the whole heart faint. From 
sole of OUT foot even unto the 
!, there is no soundness in it ; but 
tids, and bruises, and putrijj/ing 

J- ' 

lol. i. 1.8. He is the head of thi 
/, the Church. 

uoni. xii. 4. For as we have many 
ihers in one body, and all members 
e not the same office; so we, being 
\y, are one body in Christy and every 
fhembers one of another. 
Jph. iv. 15. Speaking the truth in 
, fwe) may grow up unto him in 
things, which is the head, even 
Ut ; 

^Torh whom the whole body fitly 
cd together, and compacted by that 
eh every joint suppUeth, according 
he effectual workings in the measure 

a of 



( 



Verse 4. liAfre »»,... 

■ '■''■ 

■ Read also 1 Cor. chap. xii. aod x 



fXVEI. The CHAPTER of ti 
PRIEST AND THE SACRIFICI 



I A PRIEST is a person choien of C 
■^^ to intercede for the people; Iba 
to stand against heaven and earth, tc 
for bolh. He preseiils ofFeringi 
fimjers on tlie purt of the people ; 
—■ ..i.mnccs pardons and blessings o 
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cession^ and the shedding of inno- 
bloody there can be no remission to 
it man. 

ietng bom a child of wrath^ under 
ettce of sin^ and subject to death, 
I but dust and ashes : dust by death, 
ashes by condemnation. My body 
t return to the dust from which it 
taken ; and if God >n ere to visit my 
as be might in justice do^ with the 
of hb wrath^ nothing would remain 
ne but an heap of ashes^ a sad mo* 
lent of miexpiated sin. In this state, 
m do nothing to save myself : I can 
tiifter what God pronounced on 
us, '^ I» the day thou eaiesi, thou 
iHe.'' 

\» shew how I am saved from this 
li, an innocent creature^ a lamb^ an 
m a sheepy was brought to the altar 
lie consumed histead of the offerer* 
in me should suffer what the burning 
iding victim suffered, unless God had 
ointed a priest to intercede for me, 
a sacrifice to die for me. 
hit tlien, I am to understand, that 
blood of bulls and of goats^ or of the 
lover itself, cannot take awaii/ sin. 

R 2 T^'^'ifc 



# 
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These were only the prophetical flpN of 
the law, to teach men that Jesus Chrixt 
should act once for all as a priest aud 
sanriticei to take ai^aj the sn of the 
world. Unless his death had been fore- 
ordaioed of God for the saltatioD of 
man^ there never would have been any 
such thing as a priest or a sacrifice beard 
of in the world ; they would Lave had 
no meanings and would have been of no 
effect. 

As the death of Christ was foreshewo 
to the faithful by bloody sacrifices be- 
fore he came; so now, after he is 
corae, his death is comniemoratedj and 
its benefits communicated^ by the signs 
of bread and wine^ the new Passover nf 
the Gospel, in which we are said to 
eat his flesh and drink his bloody and 
except we partake of this sacrifice, we 
have no more life in our souls, than our 
bodies would have without meat and 
drink. So long as there are offerings^ 
there must be priests to offer. Jesm 
Christ does not act in person under the 
Gospel, any more than under the law ; 
he is present with us only by those per- 
sons who are ordaiuLHl to act for him ; 
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mmi.iittry true priest must be of hit 
jBsiking ; for no man talitth this honour 
to himself f but he that is called o/* God, 
No man can act for a ku)g> but iie who 
lialb the king's aiitboiity; so can no mun 
set for God but lie whom God hath ap» 
pointed. Who are they tliat make light 
«f piiest^s and neglect the Christian 8fr- 
xrifice? None but they who have .no 
•priests, or who think they want none, or 
that they cam make priesis of them* 
.aelves. Jesux Christ is indeed the only 
<tfue priest : and every. Christian praying 
>te God through his merits, is in piivate 
:fl prieat to himself: but priests must be 
:jipf>ointed of God, to commemorate the 
:4MCxifice of Christ, and communicate the 
- bemeiita of it from the altar to the cob- 
.'gregation, and pronounce pardon and 
: absolution (that is, forgiveness of sin) 
from faim to the penitent sinner. 
;- This is God*s way of forgiving sin: 
.ior the teaching of our minds, and the 
triai of our faith and obedience. Proud 
'rpeople, who understand not the ways of 
God^ t(^ink no man great eaoijigh to 
rule them, no man good enough to praj 
foff them ; not considering, that no man 

B 3 b 



F of hi: ministera, but u> _. 
Wily in them. He that d«S|MWlli 
I says our Lord to hia mtnisten 
le; and hu that dnpiaelh me, 
mh him that sent me; w nud 
I and Aaron a^inst Corah, Da- 
an.l Abirani, ^1ha preBumptuoodj 
li prit^la of themselves ; What are 
Your rtbelliuH it lutt against ta, 
f aoaimt the Lord. He ubo h>th no 
St, hatli no liacrifice : he \iho hath no 
crificc, inuHt be a sacriBce for hiniielf : 
(erefore if I forfeit the bene&t of Cbrut'i 
■eulh, there remaineth no more aacrific 
Ijiit a certain feajfal looking fo 
m>f Judgment andjierii indignation, tut 
I Sodom atid Gomorrah, » 
>ich Sii there would be upon ma, ■ 
' "'H if there wereiwitT 
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The QUESTIONS. 

t.' 

Q, What IS a priest ? 
' A. An intercessor appointed of God to 
)>resent offerings aiid pronouncb blen* 



Q* Wko were they that observed th^ 

rites of priesthood and sacrifices i 

Al Ait agiis and nations^ till human 
frfiilosophj of*lateitxim; invented arel^ion 
vrithout a Saviour. '* - ' '' 

Q. Why is man. calied dust aiMl ashes ? 
' A. Beanjte^he is ffubjeet to deathf and 
to thefre of Gods justice against sim ' 
' : Q. Hofw is this to be turned away 
from us? 

. A* By Jesus Christ placing himself in 
our stead as a sacrifice. *> 

Q. What did the sacrifices mean iif»» 
fbr tbsiiaw of Moses.? ! - - /> 

A.« TiAfijr -shewed hia deaA i'-i. ■ - 

t -Q. Ar^ priests necessary under the 
6ospel? r .- . •• . 

A. They are now of another orders 
but they are still priests as before. 

Q. Why so? 

A. Biecause Melchisedee is called the 



A/ Tbtfre never would have 
but for Jesus Christ ; for all oth< 
and through him, who is ihe < 
f >riM from the beginning to tl 
the world. 

- Q. Who are they that despise 
A. Tbby who have none, or t 
want none. 

; Q. Wko givcif auth<Hrity to p 
; A.' Gbd; who will vindicat 

his own authority, whkh must 

ported* not for our S2«ke8, bi 

own glory. 

Q. Sii|)poee we forfeit the 

of the priesthood, and sacrific< 

Christ f 

A. lliere remaineth for ufi 
thing but, diat judgment and 
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ijfih^ prjestfaobd of Jesus Christ and'his 
ministers? 

A. It is all explained at large in 
JEpiatle to the Hebrews^ 



The texts. 

:•. Heb. V. 1. Every high prieit takem 
from a mom men is orduiiied^ that Ae 
may offer both gifts and sacrifices for 
sins. 

Gen. xxii. IS. And Jbraham went 

und took the ram, "and offered him up 

for a burnt offering, instead of his 

G«fn. xviii. £7- I hwo^ taken upon me 
to speak unto tht'Lord, which am but 
dust and ashes. 

Rom. viii. .0. (margin) By a sacrifice 

ffir sin he cbndemned ^sin in thefiesh. ,1 

' Lev«ix.^. Jnd there came afire 

out fntMi hefore the Lord^ and con^ 

,smmd upon ike altar the. bumt-ofep^ 

ing. .. 

I Cor. V. 7. Christ our Passover is 
sacrificed for us; therefore let us keep 
thefeasi. 

Heb. 



soever sins ye remit they are renntUt 

them. 

iCor. X. 16. The Cup of hi 
which we bless, ti it not the comH 
of the blood of Christ. 



XVIIL The CHAFTER 
GLORY. 



T AM to praise God^ for hathij 

-*- me the hope of glory. V\ 

^lory i It signifies the bright thi 

^1 1 * - .1. A, . .i<A_ J A&>^ ...mmjI mm 4Br\i 
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tbe light dwelleth in the sun^ and from 
liini it is spread over all the creation 
below, where uo object has any light 
of its own. So the glory of the invi- 
sible heavens is with God; and froni 
him it is communicated to angels and 
saints, who have no glory but what 
they receive from Him. All objects, on 
which the sun shines, are in a glorified 
atate, compared with those on which .it 
doth not shine: so it is impossible to be 
in the presence of God without beiog 
shone upon and glorified; therefore, 
when God himself shall be made mani* 
fest, and his light shall shine, we shall 
ail be changed: and our change shall 
happen in a moment, in the twinkling of 
an eye : for so doth light break out sudU 
denly, and shine upon all things. 

While we live upon this earth, our 
light is interrupted with darkness, and 
our summer is followed by winter* 
pne half of the earth's glQbe is in 
darkness, and they that inhabit it ars 
turned round every day into its shadow : 
but if we are lifted up into the heavens, 
farther than the extent of the earth's 
shadej our day would be uninterrupted, 

and 



All that IS heavenly^ or co 
heaven is bright atid glorious ; 
is earthly partake:* of darknes^i 
Jesus was transfigured^ his rai; 
came white as the light itself 
the angel of the Lord descends 
liver Peter, a light shined in t 
at midnight. When Moses 
with God upon the Mount, hi 
taiued the light iibich had si; 
it, so that the people could 
fastly look upon him. When . 
peared to Paul in the way to I 
such was the glory of the light 
tended him, that all the comps 
the earth; and i^aui himself ' 
blind. 

How shall I who am now ii 



-r .u- _l 
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the kingdom of darkness! It is possible 
to love darkness rather than light : God 
forbid that I should be of that mind ! 
But I shall be lo if my works are evil : 
therefore let me now put away the 
works of darkne&s. Then let me take 
the word of God, as a light unto my 
patht As Chria endured the Cross, and 
despised the shame of it, for the joy . 
that was set before him; so let me bear 
the sufferings of the present time, ii\*hat<« 
ever they may be, knowing that they 
lue not wbfTthi/ to be compared mt\ 
the glory that shall be revealed in uSi 
Let me be constant ib using the means 
of grace, thut I may be prepared by 
them for the enjoyment of glosy. So 
shall God who breathed into me the 
breath of life from the spirit, enlighteii 
Hie ajt \ut with his presence. When my 
body shall be raised up in glory : ami 
mortality shall be swallowed up of 
life\ as the darkness of the earth - is 
drowned and overcome by the light of 
JieaVen pourii^ in upoo it et the iisii% of 
tbrsua. .t- ' 



lluik 



Q. What U glory ? 

A* It signifies the bright 
the light. 

Q. What is the glory of i 
creatipn i 

A. The sun. 

Q. What is the glory of th 
of heaven? 

A. God himself. 

Q. What shall glorify the Sj 

A. The presence of God. 

Q. How doth theScriptui 
himi 

A. As haring no variab 
th'adow of turning : like to w 
stil^ect to who inhabit this eai 

Q. How did Christ appear 
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A. A l^ht shone in the prison «rhen 
Peter was delivered by an angel. 

Q. What was the effect when Moses 
conversed with God ? 

A. A glory remained on his facej too 
bright for the people to behold. 

Q. How are you to obtain the glory 
which is promised i 

A. By putting away the works of 
darkness. 

Q. Who are they that love darknaal 
rather than light i 

A. They whose works are evil* 

Q. How is the mind to be glorified 
sow? 

A. By conversing with God as Mosei 
did. 

Q. How can diat be done t 
. A. By reading and studying bii vrofik- 

Q. How are you to prepare yourself 
furtbtr i 

A. By bearing, as Christ did^ the iuf> 
ferings of the present time? 

Q. How farther? 

A. By using the means of grace ; for 
it is grace only that leadt us to glory. 



sS; ^VL^ 
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X.Thi PRE ACHER's PICTURE 
OF OLD AGE. 

^ the 12th Chapter of Ecclesimtet, 
tbcg^reacher admouishes me to dedi* 
s my youthful days to tlie service of 

Creator, considering the evil days 
ich are coming upon us^ when all 
: faculiiies of our minds and bodies 
ill fail us under the infirmities of age. 
r then, as the preacher beautifully re- 
isents it to us, as in a glass or mirror^ 

%Hn and ike moon and the stars are 
rkened; the superior powers^ which 
e in the body of man, as the hea- 
dy luminaries do in ihe world; the 
derstauding and reason^ the imagiua- 
nand the memory^ are obscured, as 
len the cloud» interpose between us 
d the lights of the firmament. Jn tlie 
rlier season of life, the clouds of af« 
:tion having poured down their rain, 
sy pass away, and sunshine succeeds ; 
t now the clouds return after the 
\in ; old qge itsdf is a continual 8or« 



gill to shake anu •/cmircc , «i.4 
strong merif the shoulders, whei 
strength of the body is placed 
which were once able to bear 
weight, begin to stoop and bow 
selves ; and the grinders, the teet 
gin to fall away, and cease to di 
work, becatAse they are few. 
those that look out of the w. 
are darkened: the eyes, those 
dows of the body, through wbi 
look at all things abroad, as w 
out from the windows of a' hous 
come dim ; and he that uses ther 
one who looketh out of a wine 
the night. I'hen the doors ar 
in the streets ; difficulties and o 
tions attend all the passages of th< 
onH Hicrf^stion becomes weak \\Y 



veaiif 'txi.:leaife<their. dmturbed rest at thi^ 
cvpwing of the coclu.: .2%^ daughi0:$. 
^^r.nmmo art.braughk low: the vdice 
nUs aikl beeomes boarse; jthe hearing it 
dull>; and the. spirits^ now less aodv^ 
than they used to-be, are less affecteabji 
the powers of harmony; and soait.iqi. 
beaviuesByi hanging' doun their heads^.ts 
virgioa drboping under the 9finovi<.fA 
captivity* 'Old age, being inactive 9^ 
helpless, becomes afraid, qf^ that which 
is high ;. it is fearail of . climbing, ■ bei^ 
cauaeitis in danger, of falling ; and being 
unfit to i endure the hardnoss of fatiguej 
and the shocks of a rough journey, th^ 
Jean which are iu the way discourage 
it from setting out. Then the almon4 
treejbmrishts ; the hair of the head bo* 
comes white^ as the early almond blo8« ' 
aoms iu the hard weather of the winter^ 
before the snows have left us : and even 
the grasshopper becomes a burthen^ 
ihe legs, once light and nimble to leap, 
as the legs of tliat insect, and >%hii:h.used 
with ease to bear the weight of the 
whole bodyj are now become a burtheni 
and can scarcely carry theuiselyes ; and 
when the Acuities thiid jfai)^ \ht dciirf 

faiU 
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tn\ of our death, when mau 
his hn^ home, and the mout 
Aioui ike ttrtttSy latnentioff hi 
tore. Then the ulver cordf tl 
whose coat is white and shi; 
tord of silver, is loosed, and i 
do their* office. The circulati< 
lilood stops at the heart, the fo 
life, as when a piVc/ier, whi 
Ivliter, is broken at the ire/ 
lk.*8tering uheef^ circulating 
liHckets, vhich it both fills am 
at the same time, is broken a 
tern. Thus do the vital ni< 
cease in death ; and the dust i 
the earth, to become such 4 
before man was made out of it 
immortal spirit returns unto 
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be- a treasure of all useful learning; let 
my hands labour while their «trengtb 
htstig and my . shoal ders be treaaiy and 
patient under every bUrdie^; let m§ 
mind be ever 'lookbg mit throU^h'jhe 
windows of my body, to see and leariij. 
while the< daylight is . with 'me. . - JL«tr* the 
daughters of music -baremiployed in tii^ 
praised of God, before- tliey .are brought 
low ■: let= my diet be that of sobriety /and 
temperance^ that the door^. may nbt: b§ 
shut in the streets be£ore the time :Sand 
tvhen my deep shall be Jesiy let my me- 
ditation be more on God and tnay .faklter 
•ddlmddie things: 'Of ^teniit^h '^Asthe 
outward man decayeth, let i)aB^%nmar4 
man be renewed day by dayi ; that When 
my spirit shall' depart,' it majTireturaMHth 
joy to Ood that gave ih, audi majr at last 
findwaJiabitatioa^ whiob shall be^ull^ct 
lo no decay^ when this mortal. MiUffUt 
on mmbrtality: Amen. . . , > ...j; .-l.:« 

>■■'■' ^ '■''■"■ ■ : :» .;.., :.,■! /; i? 

TaE..QUESTiaNS.'i; :( :•:.'/ 

Q, What does the preacher mean.Jbjl^ 
the et^il dmysKr -, . :;,.. / c; 

A. The time of old age. 



the sun, moon and s^ars i 

A. The. fafling of the unders 

judgment, and memory. 

Q. What are the keepers of th< 

A. The artn8 and hands, whU 

gnd defend the body. ^ 

Q, What are the strong men i 

A. The' shoulders, in which c 

strength lies. 

Q. Who arc they that look oi 

Endows? 

A. Thfcejei. 
. Q. Which are the grinders i 
: A. The teeth which grind oui 
: Q. Who are the dau^ters of 

A. The voice which sings, 
ears that hear, and the spirits ¥ 
moved with music. 
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A* The legSf which are light and ac- 
tive in youth, but become a burthen ' to 
themselves in old age. 

Q. What means the breaking of the 
pitcher at the fountain^ and the wheel at 
the cistern i 

A. The stopping of the circulation at 
the hearty and the ceasing of the motioa 
in the lungs. 

Q. Where goes the body i 

A* To the dustj out of which it was 
taken. 
Q. Where goes the spirit? 

A. To God that gave it. 

Q. W^hat is the duty to be learned 
from all these considerations? 

A. To remember my Creator in th« 
days of my youth. 

The TEXT. 



See Ecclesiastes^ Chap. xii. ver 1-^7* 



THE END* 



Prbted by Law and GiU)ett« St, 1^'%^ 



